
http://ktar.com/?nid=6&sid=575900 

Groups Seek Federal Probe of Confrontation over Wolf Killing

August 24th, 2007 @ 8:34am 

by Associated Press

Eight environmental groups are seeking a federal investigation into allegations that a federal agent pointed a rifle at a state Game and
Fish Department biologist in a confrontation over a Mexican gray wolf last month. 

Angela Dassow, 26, had been sent to tell federal Wildlife Services employees about a temporary suspension of an order to kill a Mexican gray wolf
that had killed cattle in southwestern New Mexico's Catron County. 

The wolf had already been shot by the time she arrived on the scene July 5, but Dassow _ who resigned over the incident _ said a Wildlife Service
employee picked up a rifle, leveled it at her and told her she had no business being around to stop the shooting. A witness, an employee of the ranch
where the wolf was shot, has disputed her account. 

The Catron County Sheriff's Department has been investigating, but the environmental groups have sent a formal request for an investigation to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's Inspector General's Office. 

Melissa Hailey, an attorney with Forest Guardians, one of the groups seeking the investigation, said Catron County officials have been outspoken in
opposing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's program to re-establish endangered Mexican gray wolves in the area. 

``Allegations of federal misconduct deserve a federal investigation,'' she said in a news release announcing the request. ``Because of anti-wolf
statements made publicly by elected officials in Catron County, citizens would be better served by having the investigation conducted by law
enforcement officers without any real or apparent conflict of interest.'' 

The other groups seeking the investigation are the Center for Biological Diversity, the Sierra Club, Grand Canyon Wolf Recovery Project, Southwest
Environmental Center, Animal Protection of New Mexico, Animal Protection Voters and Sinapu. 

Wildlife Services handles reports of livestock killings by predators. 


