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PINOS ALTOS — Efforts by local members of a conservation group to save a Mexican gray wolf failed when it
was killed on Wednesday, said Mark Robinson, a spokesman in Pinos Altos for the Center for Biological Diversity
. 

Conservationists had requested that the wolf be "pardoned" as part of the spirit of Thanksgiving. 

Robinson said he learned the Mexican gray wolf was killed in the Gila Wilderness on Wednesday after the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service announced on Nov. 15 that gray wolf number 859, a 4-year-old male, was on its
removal list and was slated to either die or be trapped. 

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the wolf was on the removal list because it had been involved
in three separate cattle-killing incidents between June and November. 

Standard operating procedures require the service to kill or permanently cage a wolf that has been involved in
three or more such incidents in a one-year period, according to a FWS press release. 

"The service is in the business of wolf recovery," said Benjamin Tuggle, regional director of the FWS Southwest
region. "While permanent removal orders may be perceived as a step back in reintroduction efforts, removing
problem wolves is an integral part of wolf management and actually helps create an environment supporting
future wolf releases." 

Robinson said it was unclear exactly how the wolf had been killed, but it was equipped with a radio collar that
may have made it easier to find and shoot from a helicopter. 

He said the wolf was wary of traps because it had been caught in the past and that was how it got the collar in
the first place. 

"This was a preventable killing because (the wolf) had been preying on elk until he came across a cow
carcass," Robinson said. 

Robinson said the wolf scavenged on the carcass and returned to the area for more beef because it developed
a taste for the meat. He said the cow died while calving, rather than being slaughtered by a wolf. 

The Mexican Wolf Three-Year Review, a report that was released in June 2001, asserted that ranchers should
be required by law to make the carcasses of cows and horses inedible, using lime or other chemicals, so that
wolves would not develop a taste for beef and thus return to the area for food. 

However, this spring the fish and wildlife service pledged not to develop any such regulations. 

Robinson said the Mexican gray wolf population has been declining by about 20 percent every year because of
people trapping and shooting them. He said the gray wolf is the most endangered mammal in North America
and has been decreasing in population since 2004. 

Robinson said while the fish and wildlife service projected the wolf's population would increase due to its
reintroduction program that began in 1998, the population has actually decreased in recent years. 

The fish and wildlife service estimated in 1996 that there would be 102 gray wolves in the Blue Range wolf
recovery area, which includes the Gila Wilderness, by the end of 2006. 

"We'll be lucky if it's half that number if they continue to trap and shoot these animals," Robinson said. 

Robinson said the method used to recover the population of the gray wolf is the same method theywould use
to exterminate the population. 

"This is a control program masquerading as a recovery program," Robinson said. "It's an outrage and the fish
and wildlife service is perpetuating a fraud on the American people, who want to see the Mexican gray wolf
recover." 

But Tuggle said removing wolves deemed to be a danger to personal property, such as livestock, is important
to preserving the overall population of the animals. 



"Remaining consistent in our application of management actions, such as removal of problem wolves, is
important to the success of our reintroduction efforts," Tuggle said. "Through fair and consistent management,
we ensure that in the future more wolves may be successfully introduced." 
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