
War of words continues over wolf reintroduction 
Benjamin N. Tuggle, FWS Southwest Region director, told the audience that he is aware that there is a
problem with top-line predators in the area. “We need to put all the pieces back. The wolf recovery
program is our effort to complete the picture.'
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On Wednesday, representatives of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service heard comments and questions about
the Mexican gray wolf recovery program from ranchers, farmers, horse owners, environmentalists and
concerned citizens.
The Grant County Administration Center Commissioners’ Room was filled to standing room only.
Benjamin N. Tuggle, FWS Southwest Region director, told the audience that he is aware that there is a
problem with top-line predators in the area.
“We need to put all the pieces back,' Tuggle said. “The wolf recovery program is our effort to complete the
picture.'
Glenn Griffin, Silver City resident, said he’s not afraid of wolves, but he is afraid of armed people.
“I’m chairman of the Silver City Lodger’s Tax Committee,' Griffin said. “People come to Silver City to see
wolves. It’s economic development.'
Another resident said that landbased sustainable agriculture is the most stable economy.
“The instability end is tourism,' she said. “This land was pre-utilized. The program was put into areas that
were already used. For the beauty of the area, we can thank the people who have lived here for
thousands of years. This is what happens when people live in harmony.'
Helen Francis, Silver City resident, asked: “Since when are the ranchers living in harmony with the earth?
It wasn’t the Apaches who exterminated the wolves.'
Dierdre Wolf, owner of Wolfsong Sanctuary for wolves and hybrids, told the Daily Press that she created a
bit of tourism, but “I can no longer do that.' She said the only way she receives visitors is by word of
mouth, but she has had people visit from across the country.
An audience member asked to see the statistics on the recovery program, because “whoever is funding
the research can stack the statistics their way. I want to see the statistics so I can skew it the other way.'
Mark Ashcroft at New Mexico State University has done a study that is under peer review, according to
John R. Morgart, Mexican wolf recovery coordinator.
Although the Fish and Wildlife Service is not sanctioning or funding any studies, the agency is moving
forward with an environmental impact statement on how the program is doing and where it’s going,
according to Tuggle.
Ty Bays, area rancher, reported problems with livestock depredations.
“We’re getting 15 to 20 percent confirmed and less than half of those are being compensated,' Bays said
to Tuggle. “We find a kill and it’s three days before you show up. Coyotes get in and then we can’t get it
confirmed. We’ve seen ranchers go out of business. It’s not fair. No other U.S. citizens are being treated
the way we are.
“Even on private land, we can’t do anything unless we catch a wolf in the act. We can’t protect our
property,' Bays continued. “Representative (Steve) Pearce told me you’re a good man. We hope to see
something positive soon. The program is not being run well. Even the pro-wolf people are upset.'
He asked Tuggle to tell Congress that area ranchers need a fair compensation program and people sent
out within 24 hours to confirm a kill.
“There’s no doubt we don’t have enough resources to do a number of things,' Tuggle said. “We’re
considering permitting people who continue to have wolf problems to haze the animals using non-lethal
means.'
Bays presented letters and resolutions by area governmental entities to Tuggle.
Brian Millsap, New Mexico state administrator for the U.S. FWS, said he, from National Airport in
Washington, D.C., called a landowner about a problem with five wolves in the Cliff area. He was told that
Mexican Wolf Interagency Field Team members were on site investigating the incident.
“I told them they could shoot the wolves,' Millsap said.
Tuggle said he concurs, but John R. Morgart, Mexican wolf recovery coordinator, said he would want to
see “fur and teeth marks. We will do an investigation on each individual incident.' A Cliff area landowner,
Stacey Jameson, said she was told by Fish and Wildlife personnel that the animals were not wolves, but
dogs.
“I don’t fear the wolf, I fear the government,' Jameson said.
In answer to a question about how many wolves are in the area and how large the area. Morgart said



about 60 wolves, including uncollared ones, are on the ground. An audience member said the recovery
area encompasses 7,200 square miles.
Morgart also said the recovery team, “when possible, is at the site of a depredation within 24 hours of a
call.'
An audience member, who said he lives in the Blue Range recovery area, said people suffered while
wolves were near their homes.
“When the Aspen Pack was on us, we had a lot of sleepless and stressed people,' he said. “Pets, working
dogs and livestock were killed. One wolf tried to follow a dog into a house. What are we supposed to do?
We’re trying to make a living. Dr. Tuggle, if you don’t have the resources, then don’t do it.'
Tuggle said he was in Silver City to answer questions, not debate the issues, “although I have full
appreciation for what you’ve said.'
“You are attempting to educate people,' Janet Wallet-Ortiz told Tuggle. “People living far out in the
wilderness should expect to encounter wild creatures. With climate change, the stability of ranching will
not continue.'
She said that because of milder winters, there are not as many natural kills.
Wallet-Ortiz referenced the Paquet report, written by four independent biologists led by the University of
Calgary’s carnivore expert, Paul C. Paquet, who was contracted by the Fish and Wildlife Service, according
to a Center for Biological Diversity Web site.
The 86-page report, released in June 2001, recommended that wolves be allowed “to roam just like other
wildlife and that ranchers be required to clean up the carcasses of livestock that die of other causes before
wolves scavenge on them and become habituated.'
She asked Tuggle why the recommendations were not followed.
“I’m not going to rely on a report that is not based on scientific protocol,' Tuggle said. “I know about
ecology and I will share that the environmental impact statement released previously did not have a
strong foundation. It was lacking in biological, sociological and economic implications of the recovery
program. I will not make those mistakes again. We need information from you. That is part of my
commitment to you that I will look at what you give me.'
A Lake Roberts resident said she was interested in the hazing permit program, because “there are hybrids
and habituated wolves out there. We have no way to protect our assets if we are threatened with jail and
a fine.'
Tuggle said the wolves are still endangered and FWS is looking at protocols with state partners before
facilitating the hazing by permittees.
The resident said it was a safety issue, as well as “my personal right to ride my horse from the house and
the right for my old dog to sleep on the front porch. I lived in Canada and we didn’t have these problems.
Wolves can be successfully introduced. If the wolves are endangered, how can we protect the species if
they’re running with dogs and coyotes? If it cannot protect its endangered gene pool, why is it
endangered?'
Tuggle said that when hybrids are found they are shot.
“We’re sure of the genetics,' Tuggle said. “On reason I’m here is to make sure we’re not violating your
constitutional rights.'
Carlos Provencio, Grant County Democratic Party chairman, said wolves “are sacred to me. I think the
recovery program was a win-win situation until politics got in there. Somebody’s benefiting from dividing
the community. We need to determine who that is.'
Becky Campbell said that when she was leading an outfitting trip, Aspen Pack wolves came into the camp
and chased mules away.
“I led a hunting trip into Woodland Park last year and we saw no elk herds,' Campbell said. “Are the elk
going to die out because of a wolf that is endangered or will the elk be protected?'
Tuggle said it’s not a question of one or the other.
“It’s balance,' he said. “That’s exactly the kind of information we need to put in the environmental impact
statement.'
Campbell said that about 10 years ago, elk grazed 90 percent of the wet meadows, but this year, she has
seen none.
“When I go into the wet meadows today, the grass is tall and ungrazed,' she said.
A former large-animal veterinarian said he’s a wolf supporter and asked when the last documented attack
on a human by a non-rabid wolf occurred.
Tuggle said there are no documented attacks by wolves on humans.
“We have done the best we can with the wolf project,' Tuggle said. “We have limited resources because
we are a nation at war. The Mexican gray wolf is a non-essential experimental population on the Gila.'
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Joe Delk of Luna County said he was speaking on the behalf of many ranchers and hunters who could not
attend the meeting because they are working.
“The elk herd in the Gila is in serious decline,' Delk said. “For every elk killed by a wolf, at least four elk
move out of the area.'
He said he has spoken to officials in the Cibola National Forest near Grants and they say the elk have
moved there and they are experiencing problems attributed to elk overpopulation. Ranchers and hunters
believe that the elk have left Grant County because of the wolf.
“At what point somewhere out there will you draw the line?' Delk asked Tuggle. “What sacrificial threshold
do we have to cross before there is relief for ranchers and hunters?'
Tuggle said that because the recovery program doesn’t have a lot of information, “we are going to take
time and articulate additional information to the public. We don’t know what recovery looks like.'
John Diamond, a rancher from Beaverhead, in reference to a comment about a wolf being killed after
three depredations, asked why two wolves with four “strikes' against them aren’t being taken care of.
Tuggle said he wasn’t sure why it was allowed to go so far, but that one is pregnant and as soon as she
has the puppies, she will be removed.
A student from Aldo Leopold High School said that wolves were in the area before people were.
“We were taught there has to be balance,' he said. “The deer population went up after the wolves were
taken out. The wolf kept the population stable.'
Joe Saenz, an outfitter who spoke on behalf of the Chiricahua Alliance of Apaches, said he concurs that
balance is needed.
“We all want the same thing. Why can’t we talk?' Saenz asked.
Tuggle said he is not going to trash ranchers. When agency personnel were looking for data on the leopard
frog, the only place they could get it was from a rancher because his land was the only place they could
find a stable population.
Louis Oliver, longtime rancher in the Mimbres, said he knows ranchers will be compensated for their
livestock, “but what will be the price if my grandchild is killed or hurt? I’m glad they live in Texas or I’d be
worried about them.'
Another resident worried that with a not-large-enough prey base in the mountains, wolves will move into
the wildland-urban interface.
“If you are in imminent danger,' Tuggle said, “I would kill the wolf and take my chances.
“I know when people spend their money and their time, it’s serious,' Tuggle said. “We have heard a
number of things today that we will take back and discuss. We will take all the pertinent information and
roll it into the EIS and then we’ll have public input.
“Whether we like the wolf or whether we don’t like the wolf, why not come together to help fund
compensation to lessen the impediment?' he asked. “We may never get together on the issue, but I think
there is fertile ground for compromise. My job is to do what Congress told me to do to interpret the
program. I want to know of instances where there is no clarity.'
Tuggle may be reached by phone at 505-248-6282, or by e-mail at Benjamin_ Tuggle@fws.gov; Millsap at
505-248-6587, or by e-mail at brian_a_millsap@fws.gov; and Morgart at 505-761-4748, or by e-mail at
john_morgart@fws.gov. 
Mary Alice Murphy may be reached at mamurphy@cybermesa.com. 
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