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Removal Order Issued for Wolf in Southwestern New Mexico 

By Sue Major Holmes/

Associated Press

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has issued an order to permanently remove a Mexican gray wolf from
the Arizona-New Mexico border because the animal was involved in killing three cows.
 The Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project's interagency field team will make every effort to capture the
wolf, labeled male 1007, said Victoria Fox, spokeswoman for the Fish and Wildlife's Southwest Region
office.
 However, if the team cannot capture the animal, he will be shot, she said.
 Since last March 20, male 1007, a member of the Saddle Pack, has been involved in three confirmed
livestock depredation incidents in New Mexico. The removal order applies only to male 1007 and not to
other wolves in the pack.
 Federal biologists began releasing wolves on the Arizona-New Mexico border in 1998 to re-establish the
species in part of its historic range after it had been hunted to the brink of extinction in the early 1900s.
 The program encompasses 4.4 million acres of the Gila and Apache Sitgreaves national forests and the 1.6
million-acre White Mountain Apache reservation.
 Project officials estimated there were 59 wolves in the wild at the end of 2006. Fox said a field team
counted 49 wolves and expressed confidence from various signs that at least 10 others existed.
 Earlier this month, a member of the interagency field team shot and killed another endangered Mexican
gray wolf that apparently killed three calves in southwestern New Mexico. That 6-year-old wolf belonged
to the San Mateo Pack.
 Wildlife managers in November killed a male wolf after it also had been involved in three confirmed
livestock kills. The reintroduction team shot four other wolves last year for killing cattle and three in
previous years.
 Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological Diversity in Pinos Altos called the latest removal order
"disturbing.''
 Because of the wolves being killed, he said the program is "a control program masquerading as a recovery
program.''
 The program was expected to have 100 wolves and 18 breeding pairs in the wild by the end of 2006.
Instead, Robinson said, it has 58 animals and five breeding pairs.
 He suggested what conservationists have said in the past — a policy requiring ranchers who graze
livestock on public land to dispose of carcasses to reduce the likelihood that wolves will become used to
feeding on livestock.
 A field team member investigates every livestock kill, using such techniques as studying bite marks and
looking for tracks and scat, to determine if a wolf was involved. The field team member can confirm a
wolf's involvement or rule it probable or possible.
 The Mexican gray wolves are designated as a "nonessential, experimental population.'' That allows the
recovery team greater flexibility in managing the wolves under the Endangered Species Act and allows
permanent removal — by capturing or killing a wolf — after three confirmed livestock deaths.
 Captured wolves under such removal orders cannot be re-released in Arizona or New Mexico.
 The Center for Biological Diversity in December sued the Fish and Wildlife Service, trying to force it to
expand the program.
 The center, which has offices in both states, alleged in its lawsuit filed in federal court in Washington,
D.C., that the agency has refused to implement recommendations of a scientific panel that reviewed the
program.



 The lawsuit seeks to force Fish and Wildlife to expand the area where wolves are allowed and to allow
them to be released directly onto the Gila National Forest of southwestern New Mexico. Currently,
wolves initially are released only in Arizona.
 The lawsuit said successful wolf recovery programs in the northern Rockies and the Great Lakes are not
saddled with "such devastating and politically motivated limits.'' 
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