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   Mexican gray wolf reintroduction in
the Southwest is required by the federal
Endangered Species Act.
    There are close to 300 of the endan-
gered wolves at 47 captive facilities in
the United States and Mexico. But the
only Mexican gray wolves in the wild in
the United States are part of the South-
western reintroduction effort.
    "One can't just maintain museum
pieces, token wolves in zoos, and meet
the purposes of the act," said Michael
Robinson of the Tucson, Ariz.-based
Center for Biological Diversity.
    Mexican wolf recovery coordinator
John Morgart agreed.
    "The Endangered Species Act re-
quires us to do reasonable actions to re-
cover species, and recovering them in
captivity is not recovery," he said.
    So although the five-year review must
address the question of whether the re-
introduction effort should continue, it's
unlikely the program will end.
    Republicans in Congress are work-
ing to amend the act, but there do not
appear to be any specific proposals that
would affect the Mexican wolf program.
    Still, environmentalists are worried
about the role of politics, in part because
Rep. Steve Pearce, R-N.M., has
weighed in on the side of ranchers.

    "What's at stake is the future man-
agement of the program, whether it's
going to be managed through political
bullying, or it's going to be managed
through fair and open input from all af-
fected interests," said Craig Miller of
Defenders of Wildlife in Tucson, Ariz.
    The wolf reintroduction program has
survived court challenges from ranch-
ers and local residents.
    Earlier this year, a federal judge in
Albuquerque dismissed a lawsuit by the
Coalition of Arizona/New Mexico Coun-
ties for Stable Economic Growth, the
New Mexico Cattle Growers Associa-
tion and others.
    The groups argued the government
underestimated the number of livestock
that wolves would kill and didn't fully
consider the effects of moving wolves
from Arizona to New Mexico. They also
alleged wolves in the wild were breed-
ing with hybrids.
    In 1998, the New Mexico Cattle
Growers and other rancher organizations
unsuccessfully claimed the animals be-
ing released were themselves hybrids.
    Laura Schneberger, president of the
Gila Livestock Growers Association, said
the ranchers are exploring other legal
options.
    She also said recent cattle killings and
the discovery of a litter of hybrid pups
"have proven our issues were valid."
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