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Game board to hear wolf debate

By Levi Hill Sun-News bureau chief
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LAS CRUCES — The New Mexico Game Commission will hear today from supporters and opponents of the
Mexican gray wolf reintroduction program. 

The reintroduction of wolves into the Gila National Forest has drawn serious, heated debate since the program
began nearly 10 years ago. 

A resolution approved last week by the Grant County Board of Commissioners called for fair treatment of Grant
County's residents and a federally funded compensation program for those damaged, be it physically,
emotionally or financially, by the wolves. 

Ranchers who attended the commission meeting hailed the move as a step forward. But wolf recovery
supporters claimed it was a step toward undermining the program and was brought on by a group of extreme
anti-wolf activists. 

Debate on the resolution lasted for more than an hour, even though those who spoke had a five-minute limit
to make their comments. 

Tuesday, supporters of the recovery program conducted a telephone news conference to highlight their issues
with the program prior to today's meeting. 

The news conference included Dave Parsons, former leader of the Mexican wolf recovery team, and
representatives from the Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen, Defenders of Wildlife and the Center for
Biological Diversity, Pinos Altos Center. 

Parsons, a retired wildlife biologist, claimed that bureaucracy has long kept the recovery program from
succeeding. 

He said the program has released more wolves into the wilderness than an initial goal of 125 by 2006. But the
population still is far below the goal. 

Craig Miller, southwest representative with Defenders of Wildlife, praised the game commission for conducting
today's meeting. 

"I think the commission is doing the right thing to see where the program is at," Miller said. 

New Mexico Game Commissioner Dutch Salmon said he has been approached by people on both sides of the
issue and has received numerous telephone calls in recent weeks. 

Salmon said he believes there are a few habituated wolves in the Gila that don't show fear of humans and
those may be the cause of widespread fear and growing debate of the program. 

"It is somewhat of a mystery to me," said Salmon of the debate. "I lived in northern Minnesota in the 1970s
where we had many more wolves than we have down here and there was not nearly as much fuss about it." 

Salmon said he hopes today's meeting will foster new ideas and lead to a middle ground between opposing
sides. 

He added the commission has no role in the recovery program, but can provide input to the New Mexico Game
and Fish Department about it. 

"This will be a listening session to hear the pros and cons about the program from people in the recovery
area," Salmon said. "Hopefully, we can find some middle ground in all this. I do know from experience that it
is possible for people and wolves to co-exist." 

Levi Hill can be reached at lhill@scsun-news.com 

If you go 



What: New Mexico Game Commission Meeting 

When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. today. Public input is set at Item 9, of 22, on the agenda 

Where: Best Western Mesilla Valley Inn, 901 Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces 

Information: www.wildlife.state.nm.us 
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