
  

No jaguars left in U.S. after death of Macho B 

By Bill Coates 

Friday, March 6, 2009 

Kidney failure brought on by age — likely aggravated by the stress of capture — led to the death of the only known wild jaguar in 
the United States. 
The 15- or 16-year-old male cat went by the name Macho B. 
The jaguar was euthanized March 2 by veterinarians at the Phoenix Zoo, after it was determined he was “in severe and 
unrecoverable kidney failure,” according to the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 
The 118-pound animal had been fitted with a GPS tracking collar after its initial capture Feb. 18 in a remote and rugged mountain 
range southwest of Tucson. He had been snared in a leg trap intended for mountain lions and black bears as part of an ongoing 
study of those other two species. 
Biologists sedated the animal after its initial capture and outfitted him with a tracking collar.  
Phoenix Zoo Veterinarian Dean Rice told the Arizona Daily Star that the stress of capture and the animal’s sedation might have 
contributed to the large cat’s kidney failure. 
“My guess is that sedation probably aggravated the kidney,” Rice told the newspaper. 
But Rice said the kidneys had been in decline for some time. 
That was echoed by a lead biologist at Arizona Game and Fish. 
“The capture did not cause the kidney failure,” said Bill Van Pelt, the agency’s nongame bird and mammal program manager. “The 
cat was already in kidney failure.” 
Game and Fish already had a permit from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to collar the jaguar should he be caught. He walked 
into a leg snare set out for a black bear or a mountain lion. 
“Again,” Van Pelt said in an interview, “we’re trying to remind people we didn’t set out to try to catch this animal.” 
As a wild animal, the jaguar had to be tranquilized before biologists could free him from the snare. He was fitted with a collar kept 
handy for the occasion. 
But the Southwest-based Center for Biological Diversity has called for an independent team of wildlife biologists and 
conservationists to review protocol for the capture and handling of jaguars.  
Michael Robinson, the center’s conservation advocate, said the study should be done by a jaguar recovery team as part of a more 
comprehensive jaguar recovery plan. The center is suing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife for failing to draft a recovery plan and 
identifying critical habitat for the jaguar under the Endangered Species Act. A hearing is set for March 23 in federal court in 
Tucson. 
Tracking collars aren’t the only way to study jaguars in the wild, Robinson said. 
He said one researcher has trained dogs to identify scat from particular species. The dogs can lead researchers to the feces. 
“Then you pick up that scat and put it in a plastic bag, and then you get genetic information from the animal and information on 
stress levels and hormonal levels,” he said. 
The biologists who captured Macho B, he added, should have taken the animal’s age into consideration. 
“Why was there a snare set in this particular mountain range, when people knew that an older jaguar was living there,” he said. 
Van Pelt was part of the team that recaptured Macho B less than two weeks after the jaguar had been collared. They first 
suspected something was wrong when the GPS signal indicted that the animal’s movements had slowed. 
A team hiked into the mountains Feb. 28, a Saturday, to find the jaguar but failed to do so. 
“We went back on Sunday — did see the animal,” Van Pelt said. “The animal seemed lethargic, had trouble moving, and so we 
decided that we needed to have this animal evaluated more closely.” 
A wildlife veterinarian was able to sedate the animal with a tranquilizer dart the following day, March 2. Macho B was flown back to 
Phoenix in a helicopter, landing at the Papago Park National Guard heliport. 
“We got permission from the Army National Guard,” Van Pelt said. “We met them there with the zoo vet, Dr. Dean Rice, and we 
drove to the Phoenix Zoo.” 
After blood work identified kidney failure, Macho B was euthanized. 
“It was definitely disappointing,” Van Pelt said. “We had hoped to uncover a lot of the secrets of this animal.” 
Jaguars are territorial, he said. With Macho B gone, another jaguar might move in to take his place. It would have to come from 
northern Mexico, now the animal’s northernmost range. But that movement could be hampered by the building of a border fence 
meant to keep out illegal aliens and drug smugglers. 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security is working with the U.S. Interior Department to make the fence more friendly to wildlife 
and the environment, according to an Interior Department news release. This includes $50 million to look at ways to reduce the 
adverse effects of the fence on the environment.  
Van Pelt said his agency has sought to talk to Homeland Security officials about the border fence, without success. 
“They haven’t come to the table,” he said. 
He hopes that might change now that Janet Napolitano heads the agency. 
“I think the former governor would recognize the wildlife experts of her former state,” Van Pelt said. 
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