
SILVER CITY — The Center 
for Biological Diversity fi led suit 
Thursday in federal district court in 
Phoenix against the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service demanding the 
development of a recovery plan and 
designation of critical habitat for 
endangered jaguars in the United 
States. 

“Jaguars are powerful but shy,” said 
Michael Robinson of the Center 
for Biological Diversity in Pinos 
Altos in a news release. “They 
are retiring, elusive animals with 
exquisite camoufl age for hiding in 
dappled sunlight or foliage. After 
more than a century of persecution, a 
few still survive in southern Arizona 
and New Mexico.” 

Officials with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service could not be reached 
for comment Thursday. 

Recovery plans and critical habitat are 
required by the Endangered Species 
Act once a species is determined by 
the government to be endangered 
Robinson said. He said the plans are 
a road map to restoring a species so 
that it no longer hovers on the brink 
of extinction; critical habitat protects 
the homes of wild creatures and 
has been proven to speed progress 
toward recovery. 

“Without a recovery plan and 
protected habitat, American jaguars 

Jaguar recovery target of  suit
August 3, 2007

just don’t stand a chance,” Robinson 
said. 

On June 10, almost 600 biologists 
from around the nation, members 
of  the  American  Socie ty  of 
Mammalogis ts ,  unanimously 
approved a resolution calling for a 
recovery plan and critical habitat 
designation for jaguars in the United 
States, the news release states. 

The mammalogists’ resolution noted 
that “habitats for jaguars in the 
United States, including Arizona 
and New Mexico, are vital to the 
long-term resilience and survival of 
the species, especially in response to 
ongoing climate change.” 

Jaguars in the Southwest have been 
seen as recently as early 2006 when 
photos of a jaguar cornered by 
cougar hunters in Southwest New 
Mexico circulated through e-mail. 
The hunters who spotted the cat 
refused to make comment or discuss 
where the animal had been seen 
when contacted by the Silver City 
Sun-News earlier this year. 

Since the 1990s, a total of four 
jaguars have been photographed in 
southern Arizona and New Mexico, 
the news release states. 

Jaguars have also been seen but not 
photographed further north in the 
Gila National Forest, including one 

daylight observation by two biology 
professors from New Mexico’s 
Highlands University near Silver 
City in the late ‘90s. 

The North American jaguar was 
listed as an endangered species in 
the United States in 1997 following 
a lawsuit by the Center for Biological 
Diversity.


