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Work with jaguars nets federal honor for 
Douglas man

BY Ted Morris
HERALD/REVIEW

SIERRA VISTA — Few people 
will have a face-to-face encounter 
with a jaguar in the wild.

Warner Glenn of Douglas has met 
two jaguars — the fi rst one in 
1996 and the second in 2006. On 
both occasions he captured good 
photographs, which were the fi rst 
taken of a live jaguar in the United 
States, according to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

On Thursday, the service named 
Glenn a “Regional Recovery 
Champion” for his dedication to 
protecting jaguars and borderland 
habitats.

“Warner has done more than 
document the occurrence of jaguars 
in the United States,” said Benjamin 
N. Tuggle, director of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Services’ Southwest 
Region. “His stunning photographs, 
along with his written and oral 
accounts, have ignited a passion 
for jaguars and for borderland 
conservation — a passion shared 
by many of his fellow ranchers who 
work on and care for the land.”

Tuggle  made  his  comments as 
he presented Glenn with the award 

during a meeting of the Malpai 
Borderlands Group on Thursday.

Glenn was not expecting the honor. 
“No one was more surprised than 
I was when they presented me 
with that award,” he said during a 
telephone interview on Thursday 
evening. “It just makes me awful 
proud to receive it. It was just a 
total surprise.”

He remembers the surprise he 
received during his fi rst encounter 
with a jaguar in March 1996. 
He was by himself, with a pack 
of foxhounds, in the Peloncillo 
Mountains about 10 miles north of 
Mexico and about a quarter-mile 
from Arizona.

He was hunting for mountain 
lions and thought he was trailing 
one when he cornered a cat on a 
mountain bluff. But it was no lion. 
It was bigger and covered with 
rosettes.

“When I saw what it was, I was 
absolutely amazed, of course,” 
Glenn said.

He estimated the jaguar weighed 
175 pounds. The 72-year-old Glenn 
is a lifelong hunter. He was born and 
raised on a ranch on the southern 
end of the Chiricahua Mountains.

In addition to ranching, he has 
partly made a living by guiding and 
outfi tting hunting parties.

“Wildlife is of tremendous interest 
to me,” Glenn said.

When he is in the wilds, he always 
carries a .357 Magnum pistol on 
his belt. In his encounters with the 
jaguar, he “never felt danger at all.

“That fi rst one … I got a little too 
close to him, and he did make a 
charge at me, and of course the 
dogs ran in between me and him 
and broke up that charge. So it 

This jaguar was photographed by 
Douglas-area rancher Warner Glenn in 
2006 in the Animas Mountains of New 
Mexico. (Courtesy of Warner Glenn)



probably saved me from getting 
one right in my lap.”

Preoccupied with taking 
photographs, because he didn’t 
think people would believe him 
otherwise, he said he never even 
thought about pulling his pistol

“I wouldn’t have had time to shoot 
anyway,” Glenn said.

During the second encounter in 
2006, Glenn’s daughter, Kelly, and 
two cowboys were with him. The 
hounds were there, too.

“It was just exactly as exciting as 
the fi rst one,” Glenn said.

This time he was in the Animas 
Mountains of Southwest New 
Mexico, about 10 miles from 
Arizona and 3 miles from Mexico.

From a close range, the four 
estimated the second jaguar to 
weigh about 200 pounds.

“These were both big old, beautiful, 
healthy cats,” Glenn said. “I would 
stick to that weight. Pretty close.”

Since Glenn’s experiences, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
has granted the jaguar Endangered 
Species Act protection in the United 
States. The service also participates 
in the Jaguar Conservation Team, 
which is a state, federal and private 
partnership that has developed 
a Conservation Assessment and 
Strategy for the jaguar in Arizona 
and New Mexico.

The service also has helped fund 
the Borderlands Jaguar Detection 
Group’s monitoring efforts in 
Arizona, which employs dozens of 
trip cameras along the borderlands. 
The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department is involved with that 
project, which has followed up on 

sightings of Panthera onca in the 
Santa Rita Mountains west of the 
Huachuca Mountains.

Since 2005, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has contributed 
more than $100,000 to local 
and international efforts to help 
conserve the jaguar and has helped 
secure an additional $300,000 in 
fi nancial support for on-the-ground 
jaguar recovery projects in Mexico, 
Belize, Brazil and Argentina.

It should be noted that the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service is 
currently being sued by the Center 
for Biological Diversity because 
of the fence that the United States 
is building along the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

The lawsuit would compel the 
development of a recovery plan and 
critical habitat for the endangered 

jaguar. The suit challenges a 
fi nding, signed by Fish and Wildlife 
Service Director H. Dale Hall, that 
a recovery plan would not promote 
the conservation of the jaguar.

The fi nding was signed Jan. 7, four 
months after the Fish and Wildlife 
Service issued a biological opinion 
that served as a green light — by 
stating that there would be no 
jeopardy to the survival of the 
jaguar — for construction of a 
border fence that is now rising 
along the Arizona border with 
Sonora, Mexico, in regions where 
jaguars roam.

“The American jaguar has been 
exterminated from all but a tiny 
sliver of its vast historic range in the 
United States,” Michael Robinson 
of the Center for Biological 
Diversity said at the time the suit 
was fi led in late April. “A recovery 

This jaguar was photographed by Douglas-area rancher Warner Glenn in 1996 in the 
Peloncillo Mountains in New Mexico, very close to Arizona and Mexico.(Photo cour-
tesy of Warner Glenn)



plan is a science-based document 
that would help the jaguar reclaim 
and eventually be secure in more of 
its native ecosystems.”

Robinson was contacted Thursday 
evening and said the lawsuit has 
not been adjudicated. He said the 
predecessor of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife — and agency known as 
the Bureau of Biological Survey 
—  encouraged hunters to kill 
every jaguar in Arizona for decades 

starting in 1918. In 1963, the last 
known female in the United States 
was killed in the Apache National 
Forest, near Big Lake, in Southeast 
Arizona.

Glenn agrees the border fence will 
hurt the jaguar while not necessarily 
stopping illegal immigration.

“The fence itself, like a wall, 
would defi nitely hurt the wildlife 
corridors,” he said. “It would stop 

those wildlife corridors.”

But he favors vehicle barriers. “That 
needs to be done. I hate that drug 
traffi c. I really do.”

As for the jaguars, Glenn said, 
“When you see one of those in the 
wild, you can’t help but admire and 
respect those cats, and they deserve 
it.”


