
SILVER CITY — The Center 
for Biological Diversity fi led suit 
Wednesday against the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to compel 
development of a recovery plan and 
critical habitat for the jaguar.

The suit challenges a fi nding signed 
in January by Fish and Wildlife 
Service Director H. Dale Hall that 
a recovery plan would not promote 
the conservation of the jaguar. The 
fi nding came four months after the 
Fish and Wildlife Service issued 
a statement that construction of a 
border fence would not jeopardize 
the survival of the large cat.

Conservationists claim the fence will 
end the cat’s recolonization of the 
United States.

The last female jaguar confi rmed in 
the United States was shot by a U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service predator 
control agent in the Apache National 
Forest in 1963.

Four male jaguars have been 
photographed  in  the  Uni ted 
States since 1996, including one 
photographed repeatedly in southern 
Arizona over the past 12 years. Other 
unconfi rmed jaguar sightings have 
also been reported.

“The American jaguar has been 
exterminated from all but a tiny sliver 
of its vast historic range in the United 
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States,” said Michael Robinson of 
the Center for Biological Diversity. 
“A recovery plan is a science-based 
document that would help the jaguar 
reclaim and eventually be secure in 
more of its native ecosystems. We 
will not let the Bush administration, 
now walling off the border, doom the 
jaguar to extinction in its northern 
range.”

According to a Center for Biological 
Diversity news release, in September 
2006, Brian Miller and Howard 
Quigley, both members of the 
interagency Jaguar Conservation 
Team’s Scientifi c Advisory Group, 
wrote the Fish and Wildlife Service 
to request appointment of a jaguar 
recovery team. The primary role of 
a recovery team is to craft a recovery 
plan.

“A recovery team and the recovery 
plan its members produce would 
reduce conflict because it would 
force people to consider evidence for 
an issue rather than rely on political 
beliefs. Science-based planning puts 
biological sideboards within which 
people can negotiate and solve 
problems,” Miller said.

In June 2007, more than 500 
members of the American Society of 
Mammalogists met in Albuquerque 
and unanimously passed a resolution 
calling on the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to develop a recovery plan 
for the jaguar.

The resolution concluded that habitats 
for the jaguar in the United States, 
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including Arizona and New Mexico, 
are vital to the long-term resilience 
and survival of the species.

Elizabeth Slown, public affairs 
specialist with U.S. Fish and Wildlife, 
said the suit is actually a re-fi ling of a 
previous suit against the agency.

“They already sued us on not creating 
a critical habitat portion. Now they 
are suing for the recovery plan,” she 
said.

The agency released a statement 
Thursday in response to the complaint 
of a failure to create a recovery 
plan.

“The Fish and Wildlife Service 
announced in January that it will not 
develop a recovery plan for the jaguar 
as we feel our resources would be 
better spent supporting conservation 
work in Mexico, Belize, Argentina 
and other countries where the cat 
breeds,” the statement read.

According to the statement, the 
Endangered Species Act does not 
require a recovery plan and the 
Conservation Assessment and 
Strategy for the jaguar in Arizona 
and New Mexico that was developed 
by the Jaguar Conservation Team 
— which the service is a member — 
already provides scientifi c guidance 
concerning jaguar recovery. 
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