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Groups ask Salazar to protect jaguar 
By Shaun McKinnon on Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 05:51 PM 

A coalition of conservation groups appealed one last 
time to Interior Secretary Ken Salazar as the deadline 
approached for action to protect the endangered jaguar. 

The groups want Salazar to designate critical habitat and 
order federal wildlife managers to develop a species 
recovery plan for the big cat, steps the Interior 
Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(an Interior agency) have previously declined to take. 

A federal judge in Tucson ordered the government to 
reconsider its decisions and set a Jan. 8 deadline. 

"Secretary Salazar has an opportunity to chart a new 
course for jaguar recovery in the United States. All he 
has to do is listen to the science," said Michael 
Robinson of the Center for Biological Diversity, one 
of the 37 groups that signed the letter.  

In their letter, the groups cite scientists who say setting aside jaguar habitat is vital to the long-term 
survival of the cat, which once prowled  Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, parts of California and 
Louisiana and the wilds of Mexico and Central America. 

Few jaguars now survive in the United States. The last confirmed sighting was Macho B, (above) who 
died in captivity last year after he was trapped by state wildlife managers in an attempt to track him 
electronically. 

Designating critical habitat would help wildlife managers protect sensitive areas from development or 
other disturbances. A recovery plan could give biologists other options to help the big cats better survive 
in their habitat. 

In ordering federal officials to reconsider their position on jaguar management, the judge said the earlier 
decisions were not supported by science. If Salazar declines to designate habitat or develop a recovery 
plan, the judge would likely demand reasons based on science. 

The letter was signed by an array of groups, including the Tucson-based Center, the Sierra Club, the 
Arizona Zoological Society, the Phoenix Zoo and zoos in Michigan. To see the full letter and the 37 
groups that signed it, go here. (it's a pdf file) 


