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Federal decision on jaguar protection delayed for public release 
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The federal government has made a decision on whether to declare prime habitat for the endangered 

jaguar, but did not disclose it Friday in a filing to a federal judge. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also asked the judge Friday for a delay until Tuesday in making a 

separate decision on whether to prepare a recovery plan for the jaguar. 

The service was responding to a deadline set by U.S. District court Judge John Roll to decide on the two 
issues. Roll ruled last March 30 against the service’s previous decisions not to designate prime habitat or 

do a recovery plan. 

The service said Friday that it has submitted the habitat decision for publication in the Federal Register, 

and expects the register to publish it by Jan. 20 if not sooner. 

That decision should be in the reading room at the Federal Register building in Washington, D.C. on 
Monday or Tuesday, where people could go read it, said Tom Buckley, a service spokesman in 

Albuquerque. 

The Center for Biological Diversity, one of two groups that filed suit to overturn the earlier service 
decisions, is disappointed in the delay, said Michael Robinson, an activist for the center in Silver City, 

N.M. 

“We are disappointed in this delay, since jaguars have been waiting years and even decades for 
meaningful protection on the ground in the United States,” Robinson said Friday. “Why they can’t 

announce the decision is a mystery.” 

Buckley replied that the service takes a hard look at the science and other information about the jaguar, 
“and we make the best decision that we believe is for the benefit of the species. If it takes a little bit of 
time, so be it. Sometimes, these things are not slam dunks. They’re very difficult — they they have to be 
discussed and debated.” By contrast, the suit’s other plaintiff, the Defenders of Wildlife, agreed to the 

extension of time to make the recovery plan decision. 

“We think that recovery planning for jaguar is critical in the future. We hope a delay means a decision to 
move forward with a recovery plan. If they need a couple of days to cross the t’s and dot the i’s, the 
important thing is that we get a recovery planning process under way,” said Jason Rylander, Defenders’ 

attorney on this case. 


