
I’m pretty sure I didn’t say “The jaguar is way past endangered,” but perhaps being quoted so will help draw the much coveted
semi-literate demographic to the Center. – MJR
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Conservation group sues to get better protection for jaguars 

By MOISES D. MENDOZA 

Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX (AP) -- A conservation group filed suit Thursday in federal court demanding that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service designate critical habitat and create a recovery plan for endangered American jaguars.

Although the government listed the jaguar as an endangered species in 1997, it did not initiate recovery planning or

designate critical habitat, according to the Center for Biological Diversity, which filed the suit in Tucson.

Critical habitat designation means naming geographical areas that may require special management to help

endangered or threatened species. That and a recovery plan are required under the Endangered Species Act, the

conservation group claims.

"The jaguar is way past endangered and it's way past time for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to start the process of

recovery," said group spokesman Michael Robinson.

Fish and Wildlife spokesman Chris Tollefson declined comment. He said officials haven't seen the lawsuit and "we

generally don't comment on pending litigation anyway."

The jaguar is the largest feline in the Americas and is generally considered the third largest cat in the world, behind

the tiger and lion.

The furry cats once stretched across the country but populations declined due to agricultural expansion and

poaching beginning in the 1800s.

Their numbers are currently unknown, according to Defenders of Wildlife, a national wildlife conservation group.

Nationally, their habitat is limited to the extreme Southwest United States although more exist in Central and South

America. Only a handful of jaguars have been spotted in southern Arizona and New Mexico since the 1990s.


