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The Endangered Species Act was 
created because all creatures, in 
their proper habitat, have intrinsic 
value. As stewards of our planet, 
our laws need to reflect the 
importance of protecting our planet 
the plants and animals we share 
this world with.  

In order to protect the plants and 
animals on the brink of extinction, 
the Endangered Species Act was 
created. It may not be a perfect 
law, but in concert with clean air 
and water laws it has been 
responsible for helping many 
species regain a foothold in the 
United States.  

That's why a bill introduced by 
Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, earlier 
this month is disturbing, as it rolls 
back many key provisions in the 
Endangered Species Act.  

The Crapo bill would give the 
Secretary of the Interior much 
more power to prioritize timelines 
for designating critical habitat 
areas, rather than follow 
mandatory timelines. Likewise the 
secretary would have more 
discretion in timelines for placing 
species on the list, and citizen 
groups would be banned from 
seeking court orders to implement 
listing schedules or timelines.  

The bill would allow developers to 
purchase credits for destroying 
critical habitat areas. This would 
allow someone to destroy the 
habitat for species A if they are 
buying credits that helps species 
B. A pretty rotten deal if you 
happen to be species A.  

The bill also changes the way 
species are listed. Instead of being 

based solely on the biological 
needs of the species, a new 
system that includes the interests 
of industry would be instituted.  

This is not a bill that is friendly 
toward species teetering on the 
brink of extinction. As caretakers of 
our country, we shouldn't be losing 
sight of our responsibility.  

  
 Bryan O'Neal  
Communications Director  
Center for Biological Diversity  
P.O. Box 710 Tucson, AZ. 85702  
(520) 623-5252 Ext. 309  
boneal@biologicaldiversity.org  
www.biologicaldiversity.org  

 


