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Interest Groups Push Rival Candidates For Interior
Posted By Mary Lu Carnevale On December 3, 2008 @ 6:47 pm In Transition, Lobbying | 8 Comments

Stephen Power reports on the transition.

A lobbying frenzy is breaking out over who should be President-elect Barack Obama’ s nominee for secretary of
the interior.

The leading candidate, according to two people familiar with the transition team’s deliberations, is Rep. Raúl M.
Grijalva, an Arizona Democrat who has led efforts in Congress to block uranium mining in the Grand Canyon and
has accused the Bush administration of “pandering” to energy companies by speeding up the permitting of oil and
gas leases on federal land. But another western Democrat – Rep. Mike Thompson of California – is also being
pushed by allies inside and outside of Congress.

With a $15.8 billion budget, the Interior Department manages 500 million acres of land in the U.S. - about one-fifth
of the U.S. total. It’s also a major source of government revenue, raising more than $12 billion a year from energy,
mineral, grazing, timber, and other interests that develop federal land. Energy projects on federal lands and
offshore areas supply about 30% of the nation’s energy production.

Obama and his transition team have received a flurry of letters in recent days recommending Grijalva, including
from the National Parks Conservation Association, nine Arizona Indian tribes, and 58 conservation scientists, who
said in a joint letter this week that the congressman’s background and record indicate someone capable of
“ameliorating the eight years of damage done by the Bush administration.”

The scientists’ letter note that Mr. Obama is under “pressure” to appoint “a person with a traditional sportsperson’s
background” – an apparent reference to Thompson, a longtime hunter and fisherman from rural northern
California. A joint letter from 32 of the country’s biggest hunting and fishing groups urged Obama to “strongly
consider” Thompson.

Thompson also has the support of fellow California Democratic congressmen Anna Eshoo and George Miller, who 
sent their own letter on his behalf.

Grivalva said he has not had “direct communication” with Obama’s transition team but that he is “obviously
flattered” by all the attention – and interested in the job.

“We believe we’re equal to the task with the other names being mentioned,” he said. If chosen, he said, his priority
would be to “return facts and science back to the equation of how we make decisions on our public lands.” He said
he would also favor re-examining Congress’s decision in September to allow the expiration of a 27-year-old ban on
offshore drilling for oil and natural gas along the Pacific and Atlantic coasts and the Eastern Gulf of Mexico.

Thompson couldn’t be reached directly Wednesday. Through a spokeswoman, he said that “It’s an honor to be
recognized by the many groups I’ve worked with over the years,” but that “no one associated with President-elect
Obama has contacted me” about the Interior job.
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