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Inland stakes called high in choice for court
LAW: The decisions of Rehnquist’s successor will impact key issues, experts and
residents say.
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A U.S. Supreme Court with two appointees by President Bush could bring major changes for the Inland region and the nation in areas
such as abortion, gay rights and the environment vs. development.
But few things are more difficult than forecasting the track of a reformulated court, experts warn.
“We have a court that was already conservative,” University of Southern California law professor Charles Whitebread said. “The
question now is how conservative, what kind of conservative? You really can’t predict what kinds of cases will come forward.”
Hearings for the 2005-06 session already are set.
With the death of Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist on Saturday, the president has the opportunity to appoint the court’s top
administrator.
He already has nominated federal appellate-court judge John Roberts to take the place of Associate Justice Sandra Day O’Connor,
who announced her retirement in June.
Inland residents voiced concern Sunday over social issues that might reach the court, which has fallen in the public’s perception. A
Pew Research Center poll says 57 percent of Americans view the court favorably. In the past, that number has been as high as 70
percent.
Sally Beavan, 53, of Riverside, a lifelong Catholic, said she hopes the president’s nominees will take a conservative view on abortion
and same-sex marriage. “If they become too liberal, chaos will come in,” she said by phone.
Pastor Carl Wiggins of Eagles Wings Christian Church in Perris said it’s appropriate for the president to use the moral values
encompassed by his Christian faith as a guide in nominating Supreme Court justices.
“That’s not at all inappropriate because our founding fathers used it in establishing our government,” he said by phone.
The Supreme Court also needs to do what it can to stop illegal immigration, Beavan said, but should rein in citizen border patrol
groups that she compared to vigilantes.
“Somehow they need to balance that,” she said. “People who are citizens of America are immigrants in one way or another.”
The president needs to appoint justices who will respect the civil rights of all citizens, Fred Bilodeau, 64, of Cathedral City, said by
phone.
“Bush’s moral values should be more applied to equality across the board, as we have just seen in the horrible New Orleans decisions
he was making,” said Bilodeau, who is the Southern California chair of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Caucus of the
state Democratic Party. “He is going to appoint justices ... who are so far to the right it will be a problem for anyone who is poor or
different.”
The chance to nominate a chief justice comes at a moment when Bush is under fire for a slow federal response to the Hurricane
Katrina disaster and faces low popularity polls.
No matter, said John C. Eastman, a law professor at Chapman University in Orange. Bush should keep his campaign promises to
nominate conservatives, he said.
“With these two vacancies, the president has the opportunity to shift the court significantly,” Eastman said by phone on Sunday.
“For him to back down now, I think a significant number of people are going to throw in the towel and take to other means,” said
Eastman.
He said conservatives have withheld taking political action such as calling for judicial impeachment or an elected judiciary based on a
40-year-old promise by Republicans to take the court back to interpreting the law rather than enforcing it.
But what conservatives see as a rollback to the constitutional traditions of the court is seen as a threat by environmentalists, who
have counted on the broad federal powers to enforce the Endangered Species Act.
“I think if Roberts is any indication of the appointments Bush is going to make, I am very concerned for the environment,” said Adam
Keats, an attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity, which has a Joshua Tree office. “A lot of our laws depend on an
interpretation of the Constitution that has been around for 60 to 70 years.”
Federal protection is extended to several endangered species, even if that animal or plant lives in just one state.
In Colton, officials have claimed losses in the millions due to development restrictions placed on the city because of the endangered
Delhi Sands flower-loving fly habitat. The Inland area has several such federally protected species, including Stephens’ kangaroo rat
in Riverside County.
“In some ways, this is ground zero for those kinds of cases,” said UC Riverside assistant political science professor John Cioffi.
Concern — or certainty— about dramatic turns by the Supreme Court based on new members is tempered by the wide array of



conservatives, said University of Southern California’s Whitebread.
Rehnquist was largely pro-government: “Whatever the government’s position was, the chief justice was generally in favor of it.”
Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy is a libertarian conservative, interested in protecting the rights of the individual against the
government. “There really is a lot of leeway,” he said.
But, he added, “The president is free to surprise us entirely.”
To keep nominees from raising issues, presidents often choose people with short paper trails, Cioffi said.
“That gives less for your adversaries to shoot at, but it also gives you less information on just what makes these people tick,” he
said.
But he added, “The batting average for presidents is well over .500.”


