
If you think the wildlife and land in 
Brevard County and Florida are un-
der vicious assault by development 
now, just wait.

Ongoing moves in Congress to gut 
the Endangered Species Act, which 
for more than 30 years has saved 
many animals and plants from ex-
tinction -- and with it the habitat 
they need to survive -- would make 
what’s happening seem tame.

And among the creatures that could 
suffer irreparable harm are mana-
tees, sea turtles and the North At-
lantic right whale, which call the 
Space Coast’s unique environment 
home and continue to need strong 
safeguards to stay alive.

The threat comes in a bill by Rep. 
Richard Pombo, R-Calif., which 
passed the House last fall and is 
now in the Senate.

It would emasculate the act’s wild-
life protections, give big industry 
and developers an open door to 
trample lands and allow political 

appointees -- not scientists -- to de-
termine the criteria used to guard 
endangered species.

Pombo’s disdain for the environ-
ment knows no bounds.

He’s a key player in trying to open 
large tracts of the Gulf of Mexico off 
Florida’s coast to oil drilling, put-
ting our tourism-dependent beaches 
and marine life at risk from spills.

He also wanted to sell 15 national 
parks to raise money for the gov-
ernment -- a crazy move killed by 
conservative Western GOP sena-
tors after pressure from sportsmen’s 
groups, according to the Los Ange-
les Times.

The success of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act can be seen in our own 
backyard, where it has helped save 
animals by protecting the lands and 
waters where they live -- lands and 
waters that are open for all of us to 
enjoy.

For instance:

 • Saving endangered sea turtles that 
nest along the South Brevard beach-

es has led to the creation of the Ar-
chie Carr National Wildlife Refuge 
and its wide open sands.

 • Saving the manatees has lent more 
impetus to stopping pollution from 
causing increasing damage to the 
imperiled Indian River Lagoon.

 • Saving the North American right 
whales that use our coastal seas as 
calving grounds in the winter has 
spurred growing pressure to keep 
those waters clean.

That’s just part of the picture in 
Brevard, which has 16 species pro-
tected under the act. Others include 
the bald eagle, scrub jay, wood stork 
and red-cockaded woodpecker.

Throughout Florida, the act protects 
112 animals and plants.

While conservationists have long 
understood its value, hunting and 
angling groups are rising to defend 
the act too, because the lands set 
aside to protect endangered species 
have other recreational uses.

Florida hunters stalk deer, quail and 
turkey in woods set aside for the en-
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dangered red-cockaded woodpeck-
er, and seek game on public lands 
purchased to save the extremely 
rare Florida panther.

The Endangered Species Act is 
among the most far-sighted envi-
ronmental laws in history, and 86 
percent of Americans support it, ac-
cording to a poll conducted by the 
Endangered Species Coalition.

That’s why the Senate should drive 
a stake through the heart of Pombo’s 
bill, and in doing so stand up for the 
good Earth, not those who would 
plunder it.


