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fish population increasing 
Endangered Grand Canyon 

Sept. 12, 2008 12:32 PM

 
Associated Press 

 
if its habitat is not sustained. 
warning that its numbers will decrease again 
on the rise, but environmentalists are 
Grand Canyon area of the Colorado River is 
endangered fish that makes its home in the 
FLAGSTAFF - The adult population of an 

 
6,000 in 2006. 
chub has gone up from 4,000 in 2000 to 
Biologists say the number of humpback 

 
and we want to know why." 
immediately our scientific curiosity kicks in, 
initially very happy and then almost 
Monitoring and Research Center. "We're 
program manager for the Grand Canyon 
news," said Matthew Andersen, biology 
"It's terribly exciting for us, that's good 

gravel bars to slow late fall flows. 
cleansed and rebuilt the river's sand and 
from heavy springtime flooding that 
near the Utah-Arizona border, flows ranged 
Canyon Dam was built in the early 1960s 
main threat to the fish. Before the Glen 
Colorado rivers. River flows have been the 
confluence of the Colorado and Little 
endangered in 1967, spawns at the 
The humpback chub, first listed as 

trout changed that habitat.
introduction of nonnative fish like rainbow 
The dam's steady releases and the 

the recent hike in the chub population.
induced warming of the river contributed to 
numbers of rainbow trout and drought-
Biologists believe the removal of large 

to mitigate its adverse effects.
the dam on the river and recommending how 
which is charged with studying the effects of 
Canyon Adaptive Management Program, 
scientists in Flagstaff organized by the Glen 
this week during a two-day meeting of 
The new population estimates were reported 

and the lack of sediment.
the river, nutrition, predation of the chubs 
better address the flow and temperature of 
are encouraging, federal agencies need to 
Biological Diversity, said while the numbers 
Robin Silver, co-founder of the Center for 

recover."
the river, then humpback chub will never 
"Until we have a more natural flow regime in 
for humpback chub to survive," he said. 
"In the long term, we need healthy habitat 

to 40 years if the conditions are right.
Adult humpback chub can survive from 30 

Arizona Department of Game and Fish have 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
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and Wildlife. 
Lower Colorado River coordinator for Fish 
of an insurance policy, said Sam Spiller, 
of humpback chub farther upstream, as sort 
been working to establish other populations 

 
had been moved. 
on the Navajo Nation, where fish previously 
Falls, a tributary of the Little Colorado River 
humpback chub and moved them to Chute 
In July, the agencies collected younger 

 
load." 
conditions up there, relatively low predator 
said. "They've grown at very high rates, good 
"Those fish are doing pretty well," Andersen 

 
next spring, Spiller said. 
with plans to stock them at Shinumo Creek 
Other fish are being held at a state hatchery 

 
Springs on the Hualapai reservation. 
will be taken to a rearing facility near Peach 
successful, Spiller said some of those fish 
test their ability to reproduce. If that's 
take them to a Dexter, N.M. fish hatchery and 
The agencies plan to gather more fish and 

 
help the fish thrive. 
that establishing isolated populations will 
Silver doesn't agree with the agencies' idea 

 
populations can communicate," he said. 
instead of the natural setting where the 
"You have small vulnerable populations 

recovery plan drafted.
A judge agreed in 2006 and ordered a new 
recovery plans for the chub were inadequate. 
sued Fish and Wildlife in 2004, alleging its 
with four other environmental groups, had 
The Center for Biological Diversity, along 

would be completed.
and cost. He could not say when the plan 
goals for the humpback chub, a timetable 
on the plan that would include recovery 
Spiller said the agency is making progress 

destroys downstream habitat for native fish.
a way that benefits power production but 
from Lake Powell behind Glen Canyon Dam in 
that the federal government releases water 
Canyon Trust, claimed in a lawsuit last year 
Another environmental group, the Grand 

numbers reported this week are misleading.
manager Nikolai Lash said the higher 
Grand Canyon Trust water program 

from 9,300 in 1990."
tout this 6,000 count ... it's actually down 
though the Bureau of Reclamation likes to 
continuing down," Lash said. "So even 
"The long term trend has been down and is 
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