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A lawsuit by a conservation group 
won’t delay consideration of San 
Bernardino’s annexation of the 
historic Arrowhead Springs hotel, a 
county agency ruled Wednesday.

After the decision by the county Lo-
cal Agency Formation Commission, 
San Bernardino City Manager Fred 
Wilson said he’ll try to complete the 
annexation within six months.

The addition would extend San 
Bernardino’s northern boundary near 
Highway 18 to include the hotel and 
nearly 2,000 acres of rolling foothills 
surrounding it. Offi cials envision a 
restored hotel plus a 199-acre golf 
course, as many as 1,350 homes and 
1 million square feet of commercial 
and offi ce space.

When the project is complete, of-
fi cials expect it to generate about $7 
million a year in taxes, with a net 
gain in city revenues of about $3.5 
million.

In December, the Center for Biologi-

cal Diversity fi led a lawsuit accusing 
city offi cials of poor planning and ig-
noring threats to the environment in 
approving a plan for the project. The 
suit claims the city’s environmental 
review failed to survey for wildlife 
and ignored comments from the U.S. 
Forest Service and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

The lawsuit could have delayed 
San Bernardino’s plans indefi nitely. 
LAFCO Executive Offi cer Kathleen 
Rollings-McDonald said the com-
mission has a policy of delaying 
its public hearings on annexation 
bids until such litigation is resolved. 
Otherwise, the commission risks 
approving a change in jurisdiction 
only to have to reverse it, she said. 
Such changes can lead to confusion 
over which government body should 
provide services and which gets what 
taxes, Rollings-McDonald said.

Attorney John Nolan, representing 
the city and the American Develop-
ment Group, said a delay would be 
unfair and expensive.

He said the Center for Biological 
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Diversity could have sought a court 
injunction blocking the annexation 
bid. But that would have required the 
center to deposit a bond.

“They’re trying to get a free-of-
charge injunction,” Nolan said. 
“They still have an opportunity to 
ask for an injunction. But they face 
a responsibility to put their money 
where their mouth is.”

The center’s attorney, Adam Keats, 
did not attend Wednesday’s hearing 
and could not be reached for com-
ment.

LAFCO board members agreed to 
waive their policy and proceed with 
a public hearing. But before they’ll 
consider the Arrowhead Springs 
proposal, commissioners are requir-
ing San Bernardino to annex a dozen 
county pockets of land on the city’s 
east side.

The 440 acres of unincorporated 
land lie in scattered pockets in an 
area bounded by 39th Street, Har-
rison Street, Fourth Street and South 
Valaria Drive.
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ARROWHEAD SPRINGS: But San Bernardino must fi rst incorporate 
a dozen county pockets.



Rollings-McDonald said LAFCO 
must receive an annexation applica-
tion on those parcels by June in order 
to process them before a state law 
enabling annexation of such pockets 
expires.

City Councilman Neil Derry said 
the requirement may leave San 
Bernardino open to lawsuits under 
state laws against piecemeal annexa-
tions. A property owner who felt his 
property lost value or who objected 
to stricter city building codes might 
sue, Derry said.

Rollings-McDonald confi rmed that 
San Bernardino would have to take 
on that liability.

Wilson said property owners have 60 
days to fi le suit after an annexation 
is approved. He said it makes sense 
for San Bernardino to incorporate 
the areas and consolidate its services 
across the area.

Clearing a Hurdle

An agency that oversees land 
annexations will allow San 
Bernardino to add the Arrow-
head Springs hotel to its ter-
ritory, despite a pending law-
suit.

Deadline: City offi cials also 
must prepare annexation pro-
posals for a dozen unincorpo-
rated parcels inside San Ber-
nardino’s boundaries by June.


