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The Center for Biological Diversity
has filed a lawsuit against the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service for its
failure to protect the imperiled
Hermes copper butterfly.
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Saving the Hermes Copper Butterfly
Monday April 20, 2009

In the chaparral forests of San Diego County, a small, brown and yellow butterfly, is making its last stand. The Hermes
copper butterfly, an important pollinator in the chaparral and sage scrub ecosystems, has been on the decline for decades
now, thanks to the suburban sprawl creeping across the desert and a few bad wildlife seasons.

Last month, the Center for Biological Diversity filed a lawsuit to force the hand of the federal
government, which until now has declined to protect the imperiled butterflies. In 1984, the
Hermes copper butterfly was given a Category 2 designation under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA). This classification meant that biologists suspected the species needed protection,
but lacked enough data to prove it. So, though the butterfly was on the radar, it was not yet
protected. In 1996, the Category 2 designation was stripped from the ESA. Conservationists
were back to square one in the fight to protect the Hermes copper.

Then, in 2003, wildfires wiped out almost 40% of the Hermes copper habitat, destroying 19
known populations of the butterfly. Despite 25 years of concern by biologists and
conservationists, this species is on the brink of extinction. A petition to list the species under
the ESA was denied by the Bush administration in 2006. More wildfires in 2007 hit the
butterflies hard again.

The last Hermes copper butterflies remain threatened by a proposed high-voltage
transmission line through their habitat, and by the prescribed burns planned by San Diego county officials. But with a new,
science-minded administration in Washington, the Center for Biological Diversity thinks this may be the best chance in
years to give the Hermes copper the protection it deserves.

We can only hope the bureaucrats move quickly enough to save the last Hermes coppers.
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