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Environmental groups on Thursday filed a lawsuit against the California Department of Fish and Game, saying the agency
never studied whether stocking streams with hatchery-raised trout is harmful to native species already low in numbers.

"There are a number of native fish that are potentially at risk because of this stocking," said Noah Greenwald, a
conservation biologist with the Center for Biological Diversity, which filed the lawsuit with the Pacific Rivers Council.

He said the trout compete for food and space with native fish, and they can also prey on them.

Greenwald said a review he conducted showed that trout were stocked last year in 47 bodies of water where 36
imperiled fish and amphibians live. They include the Santa Ana River, which runs through parts of Riverside and San
Bernardino counties, and is home to the Santa Ana sucker, a federally protected species; and Strawberry Creek, a tributary
of the San Jacinto River, which is habitat for the endangered mountain yellow-legged frog and arroyo toad.

Patrick Foy, a Fish and Game spokesman, said he couldn't comment on a lawsuit. He said he didn't think the agency had
ever done an environmental analysis of its stocking program, although the agency has conducted extensive surveys of
amphibians in the Sierras for that very reason.

Ralph Cutter, a fishing expert with the California School of Flyfishing in Nevada City, Calif., said hatcheries are
sometimes valuable.

"But they also can be abused, and sometimes it's the easy thing to do -- to make fishing easy, when there's wild native fish
that don't need the impact that hatcheries can have," said Cutter, who is not part of the lawsuit.
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