
Hark: City, county officials to share stage

POLITICAL NOTEBOOK

Sunnis and Shiites. Israelis and Pales-
tinians. Pakistanis and Indians. It was
only a matter of time before the peace
that's breaking out all over finally hit
Tucson and Pima County.

Elected officials from the city and
county prove next week that they really
can get along by hosting a joint town hall
meeting. On the agenda for Ward 4
Councilwoman Shirley Scott and District
4 Supervisor Ray Carroll are the local
government equivalent of golden oldies:
water and transportation.

A city announcement for the first-ever
Southeast Region Town Hall noted that
the Houghton Area Master Plan will also
be discussed, complete with "literature
and maps."

No one can argue with a regional ap-
proach to problem-solving. But don't dis-
count the political implications of a city
Democrat and a county Republican
standing shoulder to shoulder on the
same stage.

If, as has been suggested, Scott harbors
mayoral aspirations, building a bridge to
East Side Republicans certainly won't
hurt. There's a lot of them and they vote.
Just ask Mayor Bob Walkup. And if, as
has been suggested, Carroll is contem-
plating a run for Congress, making nice
with Tucson's dominant Democrats is all
but essential. Just ask Rep. Jim Kolbe.

The event begins at 6:30 p.m. April 20 in
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the multipurpose room of Desert Sky
Middle School, 9850 E. Rankin Loop.
Singing and hand- holding are optional.

No lawsuit left behind

With his boots, his twang and his well-
armed swagger, it's easy to forget that
George W. Bush is the New England-
born scion of the same state that gave
the world P.T. Barnum and Ralph Nader.

The prez doesn't make much of Con-
necticut roots, but you can't really blame
him. Even without Tom DeLay, Texas
has way more political juice. Still, it was
interesting to learn early last week that
W's real home state will sue the federal
government over No Child Left Behind,
the heralded Bush education law aimed
at boosting school standards.

Connecticut Attorney General Richard
Blumenthal contends the law requires
new testing without providing enough
money to pay for it. In other words, the
AG's calling it an unfunded mandate.

The law has sparked a small rebellion
across the country, and not all of it has
come from headline-grabbing Demo-
crats like Blumenthal. Thirty states have
so far raised objections, including very
Republican Utah.

But the news from Back East raised a
good question: Is there any chance Ari-
zona will follow Connecticut's lead and
take the feds to court?

"I don't think so," said state Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Tom Horne, a
Republican who coincidentally was a
Harvard classmate of Blumenthal. "I

don't agree with that approach."

While Horne has his problems with No
Child Left Behind, he said going to court
or opting out is not the answer. Rather,
Congress should step up and "improve"
the law by deferring more to state ac-
countability standards. And that is ex-
actly what happened by Friday, when
Bush's education secretary announced
changes to the testing requirements for
learning-disabled students.

It mattered little to Blumenthal. He
vowed to proceed with the suit.

New person in charge

A new man is at the helm of the envi-
ronmental group that helped give Pima
County the Sonoran Desert Conserva-
tion Plan.

Michael Finkelstein took over April 1 as
the executive director of the Center for
Biological Diversity, a Tucson-based or-
ganization with 35 employees and close
to 13,000 members nationwide.

Formed in 1989, the center was an early
and avid champion of that pesky little
pygmy owl. Concern over the endan-
gered owl's fate was a major force in
prompting the county to push for its
sweeping plan to save vast tracts of the
desert from development.

A business graduate of Arizona State
University, Finkelstein is a Phoenix na-
tive who moved back to Arizona two
years ago from Alaska. He's promising
to "do everything possible" to enforce the
nation's environmental laws. All rise.


