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Bush Appointee Stonewalled
Endangered Species Listings 

Gunnison Sage Grouse One of Affected Species 
 

By Marta Tarbell

A consortium of conservation organizations reported last week that a high-ranking Bush Administration official
stonewalled government scientists’ calls for additions to the Endangered Species List that included the Gunnison sage
grouse.

Senior Bush political appointee Julie MacDonald at the U.S. Department of the Interior rejected staff scientists’
recommendations to protect imperiled animals and plants under the Endangered Species Act at least six times in the past
three years, The Washington Post reported last week.

Staff complaints that their scientific findings were frequently overruled or disparaged led the agency’s inspector general
to look at the role played by MacDonald, who, as deputy assistant secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife and parks
since 2004, made key decisions regarding the protection of endangered species.

Overall, President Bush’s appointees have added far fewer species to the protected list than did the administrations of
either Bill Clinton or George H.W. Bush, according to the advocacy group Center for Biological Diversity.

At present, the current Bush administration has listed 56 species under the Endangered Species Act, at a rate of about 10 a
year. Under Clinton, the Post reported, officials listed 512 species, or 64 a year; under George H.W. Bush’s one-term
administration, the department listed 234, which breaks down to 59 a year.

This dispute is the latest in a series of controversies in which government officials and outside scientists have accused the
current Bush administration of overriding or setting aside scientific findings that clashed with its political agenda on a
range of issues from global warming to stem cell research.

MacDonald, a civil engineer by training who worked at the California Resources Agency before joining the Interior
Department in 2002, told investigators that she does not make the decision on whether or not to federally protect a
species; the head of the Fish and Wildlife Service has that responsibility.

Since the 1973 inception of the Endangered Species Act, the government has identified 1,337 domestic species as
threatened or endangered; of the 1,337 species, 1,311 still remain on the list.

Hundreds of pages of records, obtained by environmental groups through the Freedom of Information Act, chronicle the
long-running battle between MacDonald and Fish and Wildlife Service employees over decisions whether to safeguard
plants and animals from oil and gas drilling, power lines and real estate development, complete with her mocking
comments on the scientists’ work and their frequently expressed resentment.

According to a spokesperson for the Union of Concerned Scientists, MacDonald’s actions are “not business as usual but a
systemic problem of tampering with science that is putting our environment at risk.”


