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Brewer’s choice for DEQ director draws fire  
By Howard Fischer 
Capitol Media Services  

The new director of the state Department of Environmental Quality is "a Bush political hack'' who has a 
record of interpreting laws in ways that will harm Arizona water quality, an attorney for an environmental 
group said Monday. 

Bill Snape, senior counsel for the Center for Biological Diversity, said that Benjamin Grumbles, named 
Monday by Gov. Jan Brewer to become DEQ director, consistently took positions to not protect all 
waterways when he worked for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Snape said Grumbles had a particular stance against enforcing water quality laws in "ephemeral" streams 
that do not run year-round, something he said should be of great concern in the desert, with much of the 
water quality regulation being handled by DEQ. 

But David Kimball, a Phoenix attorney who co-chairs the Environment Committee for the Arizona Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, called Grumbles, who was assistant administrator of the EPA's Office of Water, 
a "regulator's regulator." 

"He really believes in abiding by the rule of law," said Kimball. He said Grumbles believes in "good science 
and good policy'' and then applies them "based upon what you are authorized to do." 

Sierra Club lobbyist Sandy Bahr said her organization also has concerns about Grumbles' record on 
interpreting the laws to protect water quality. But she said Brewer's choice, by itself, may not indicate a 
major shift in environmental policy for the state. 

"A big part of it is the kind of direction he gets from the ninth floor," Bahr said, referring to the governor's 
office. 

Brewer, in a prepared statement, did not address the kind of regulation she wants. Instead she praised 
Grumbles as "an internationally renowned expert in water conservation and water quality." 

Benjamin Grumbles was named director of the Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality by Gov. Jan Brewer. 
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But the governor already has signaled things may be different than when DEQ was headed by Steve 
Owens, who had been the choice of her predecessor, Janet Napolitano. 

Brewer has imposed a temporary freeze on new regulations. And gubernatorial press aide Paul Senseman 
said Brewer "will certainly take a very close look ... in light of this new economic condition as to what any 
potentially new regulatory impacts could have on jobs." 

Senseman, however, said he does not believe the shift from Owens to Grumble will mean "a huge 
departure" in terms of environmental policy. And he rejected the charges by environmental groups that 
Grumbles would place political considerations ahead of environmental ones. 

"Mr. Grumbles has incredible qualities as well as a track record that gives us great excitement that he's 
going to be joining us in the state," he said. 

Kimball, who said he worked with Grumbles on various projects in the West, said the new DEQ director is 
not going to side automatically with business and industry. 

"He really tries to establish policy based on good science,'' Kimball said. And sometimes, Kimball continued, 
the two "butted heads." 

"But at least he's a person who's accessible,'' Kimball said. 

"He may not agree with you,'' he said. But you have a reason that's based on science or rule of law as to 
why decisions are being made by the agency.'' 

And Kimball said that's "a lot better than having politics dictate new policy,'' though he declined to criticize 
Owens. 

Owens' tenure was marked by repeated confrontations with the business community, ranging from 
spearheading Napolitano's push for caps on "greenhouse'' gases to trying to impose new regulations on 
hazardous air pollutants, a move a judge declared illegal. 

Patrick Cunningham, who had been acting director since Owens left two months ago, will return to his post 
as deputy director. 
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