
 

 
Groups request more analysis for Carrizo Plain 

Environmentalists ask the federal government to look more closely at how the national 
monument is managed 
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A coalition of nine environmental 
groups is asking the federal 
government to do a more thorough job 
of analyzing how it manages the 
Carrizo Plain National Monument. 

In a letter sent to the Bureau of Land 
Management in Sacramento, the 
environmentalists asked that the 
agency prepare an environmental 
impact statement as it develops its 
plans for how it will manage the 
monument's resources over the next 
20 years. 

The agency is developing the resource 
management plan in cooperation with 
the state Department of Fish and 
Game and The Nature Conservancy, 
which helped create the monument by 
purchasing and conserving land in the 
Carrizo Plain. The agency hopes to 
have a draft management plan out 
after the first of the year and have it 
finalized by mid-2006, said John 
Dearing, BLM spokesman. 

"A broad range of alternatives in full 
compliance with federal law and the 
presidential proclamation that created 
the monument will be presented in that 
draft," Dearing said in a written 
statement. 

The agency is preparing an 
environmental assessment to go with 
the management plan, which is less 
detailed than an environmental impact 
statement. The assessment and the 
management plan will be reviewed by 
a Carrizo Plain advisory team 
appointed by the agency and will be 
subject to public comment and review, 
Dearing said. 

The monument, in the southeast 
corner of the county, was established 
in 2000 to protect the largest 
remaining piece of Central Valley 
grassland. Because this ecosystem is 
so rare, the monument contains the 
highest concentration of rare and 
endangered species in the state. 

Environmentalists say the plan relies 
too heavily on grazing. They prefer a 
previous plan that would have phased 
out long-term grazing leases in the 
monument and replaced them with 
permits that must be renewed 
annually. 

"Traditional grazing leases have a 
place in our county, but not in the 
monument, which was set aside to 
protect the unique plants and wildlife of 
our area," said Irv McMillan, a San 
Luis Obispo County rancher. 

Environmental groups in the coalition 
are Wilderness Society, Sierra Club, 
Center for Biological Diversity, 
California Wilderness Coalition, Public 
Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, Defenders of 
Wildlife, Western Watersheds Project 
and Los Padres Forest Watch. 

To read the letter sent to the BLM by 
the environmental groups, go to 
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/multime
dia/sanluisobispo/archive/Carrizo.pdf. 

 


