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Approval of the first housing 
project in the mountains after the 
Old Fire destroyed hundreds of 
homes nearby was challenged in 
court Thursday by several 
environmental groups. 
A plan to build 57 custom home 
sites on 40 acres next to Santa's 
Village near Lake Arrowhead was 
approved by the county Board of 
Supervisors last month. 
 
The development, called Blue 
Ridge Estates at Lake Arrowhead 
and more commonly known as the 
Hawarden project, is right next to 
areas torched by the Old Fire in fall 
2003, which destroyed more than 
300 homes in Cedar Glen just over 
the ridge. 
 
Opponents argue the county has 
ignored public safety and 
sidestepped its own policies to 
approve the project, a project 
which would not be allowed under 
development standards adopted 
after the Old Fire. The proposal 
was in the planning pipeline before 
the fire, so the newer, much 
tougher requirements don't apply. 
 
"To have so many policies bent 
and twisted is not the precedent 
we want to set when public safety 
is involved," said Peter Jorris of 
San Bernardino Valley Audubon 
Society. 
 
Nearly 70 percent of the land is on 
steep slopes of 30 percent or 
greater. 

Restrictions were greatly tightened 
after the Old Fire in terrain like 
that. 
 
Hugh Bialecki, president of the 
Save our Forest Association, said 
in a written statement that ". . . the 
county Board of Supervisors 
seems to have already forgotten 
the major lessons and 
responsibilities revealed by that 
terrible event." 
 
County Fire Marshal Peter Brierty, 
who's been the staunchest 
advocate for improving fire safety 
in the mountains, testified at the 
November hearing in front of the 
Board of Supervisors that he was 
satisfied the proposal had been 
made safe. 
 
Water is another big issue. 
 
There is no identified source of 
water for the project. A large tank 
of 300,000 to 500,000 gallons will 
be erected to ensure adequate 
water for firefighting, but where 
that water will come from is 
uncertain. 
 
No building permits will be issued 
until a water supply is guaranteed, 
but the main supplier in the area, 
Lake Arrowhead Community 
Services District, is under a 
tentative order from the state to 
stop pulling water from Lake 
Arrowhead. 
 

If that order is finalized by the 
state, the water district will be 
scrambling to find other, far more 
expensive sources of water. 
 
It's a violation of state and local 
laws to approve a project without 
the water supply firmly identified, 
said Douglas Carstens, the 
attorney who filed the suit. 
 
Opponents also contend the 
project violates county 
requirements that Cumberland 
Drive be completed down to 
Highway 18 before any more 
development in the area can move 
forward. Instead, the developer will 
build about 600 feet of the 
unfinished road, and a secondary 
evacuation route will be run 
through an adjacent camp. 
 
The suit also contends the project 
will harm the threatened southern 
rubber boa, a snake once common 
in the San Bernardino Mountains. 
 
The suit was filed in San 
Bernardino Superior Court by the 
Center for Biological Diversity, the 
Save Our Forest Association, the 
San Bernardino Valley Audubon 
Society and the Sierra Club. 
 
It names the county of San 
Bernardino and Hawarden 
Development Co. as defendants. 
 
The developer could not be 
reached for comment late 
Thursday afternoon. 

 
 


