
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - Six
conservation groups have filed a "no-
tice of violations" letter charging a log-
ging company with violating the Endan-
gered Species Act on its new Cheat
Canyon property. The groups say Al-
legheny Wood Products' logging and
road-building threaten bat and snail
habitat.

The notice was filed by the Center for
Biological Diversity, the Friends of
Blackwater, the West Virginia Chapter
of the Sierra Club, the Cheat Lake En-
vironment and Recreation Association,
the West Virginia Rivers Coalition and
Coopers Rock Foundation. It notifies
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the U.S. Department of the Interior of
the alleged violations.

The notice gives the company 60 days
to halt logging activity or obtain an "in-
cidental take" permit from the Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Last year, the company bought 4,600
acres in Cheat Canyon and an adjacent
1,000-acre tract near the mouth of Big
Sandy Creek from an Allegheny Energy
subsidiary. Since then, the Petersburg-
based timber company has begun log-
ging several parcels, the letter says.

The state had sought to purchase the
same 5,600 acres to create a public

wildlife management area.

The conservation groups say the area
provides habitat for the Indiana bat, an
endangered species, and the flat-spired,
three-toothed land snail, a threatened
species known to exist only in Cheat
Canyon.

The company's property makes up
about one-third of the three-toothed
snail's global habitat, the groups said in
a news release. One key breeding and
hibernating area for the endangered In-
diana bat is Cornwell Cave, which lies
near the company's road-building, tree-
removal and habitat disturbance, the
conservation groups say.

The company began logging and road-
building "without conducting adequate
surveys for the species or even apply-
ing for a permit" to disturb the two fed-
erally listed species, the groups say.

The notice asks Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice officials to investigate the
company's activity in the Cheat Can-
yon within 10 days, and tell the groups
how it plans to respond to their allega-
tions.

The company angered long-distance
hikers last month by posting signs at the
Muddy Run and Mount Nebo ends of
the Allegheny Trail, warning against tres-
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passing without permission on a 9.5-
mile section because it is being con-
verted to a log-hauling road.

The 330-mile Allegheny Trail stretches
southward from the Mason-Dixon line
near Bruceton Mills to Peters Moun-
tain, where it connects with the Appa-
lachian Trail.

Donna Reckart, a company spokes-
woman, did not immediately return a
phone call Friday.


