
ALAMOGORDO, N.M. (AP) - The
adult lifespan of the rare Sacramento
Mountains checkerspot butterfly is only
10 to 14 days, so a coalition has come
up with a plan to help the insect make
the most of it. The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, the U.S. Forest Service
and Lincoln National Forest, Otero
County and the village of Cloudcroft
collaborated to draft a proposed con-
servation plan for the butterfly.

The 2-inch butterfly, checkered with
white and deep orange squares sepa-
rated by black lines, lives in high moun-
tain meadows within a few miles around
Cloudcroft. Its only known habitat is in
the Sacramento Mountains near
Cloudcroft at an elevation between
8,000 and 9,000 feet.

A year ago, the Center for Biological
Diversity sued the Fish and Wildlife
Service to list the butterfly as an endan-
gered species. The agency had pro-
posed listing it in 2001, but the lawsuit
contended Fish and Wildlife did not
move forward.

In its 2001 proposal, Fish and Wildlife
said the insect's habitat was threatened
by maintenance projects, off-road ve-
hicles and overgrazing, and that the
agency also was concerned about ille-

gal butterfly collecting. Fish and Wild-
life also proposed designating 5,000
acres of critical habitat for the butterfly
in Otero County.

The agency said an economic analysis
and environmental assessment will be
released soon.

Those documents, plus the conserva-
tion agreement, will be used to make a
final determination on whether to add
the butterfly to the endangered and
threatened species list. The agency has
until Dec. 15 to decide.

Fish and Wildlife, in a news release
Thursday on the new conservation plan,
said the proposal is aimed at eliminat-
ing the destruction or curtailment of the
insect's habitat while identifying ways to
control future threats. The plan also
would ensure adequate protection
through agreements and regulation and
ensure that the butterfly is not overused
for commercial, recreational, scientific
or educational purposes.

An informal meeting on the plan is set
for Wednesday in Cloudcroft. Com-
ments will be taken through Nov. 8.
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