
 The controversy over bird kills at 
the Altamont Pass wind project in 
California continues, with charges by 
environmentalists that the Alameda
County Planning Department has 
hired a consultant with multiple con-
fl icts of interest.

   The planning agency has proposed 
hiring Western EcoSystems Technol-
ogy, Inc. (WEST, Inc.) as a “neutral” 
monitor of bird deaths as part of a 
deal among the various parties in the 
dispute. The Center for Biological 
Diversity, which has been leading the 
charge against the wind farm, says 
WEST has a long fi nancial relation-
ship with the wind industry, including 
fi rms with turbines at Altamont.

   Jeff Miller of CBD said, “WEST’s 
clear and continuing fi nancial con-
fl icts of interest disqualify it form 
serving as a neutral scientifi c monitor 
of Altamont Pass bird kill. WEST 
has long sought to minimize the sig-
nifi cance of the staggering numbers 
of raptors killed by Altamont wind 
turbines.”

   The Alameda County supervisors 
last September adopted a plan aimed 
at reducing avian mortality, including 
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monitoring (1ED, Sept. 27, 2005). 
The monitoring requirement is for 
an effort that is “intensive, scientifi -
cally-rigorous and independent.”

   Miller said WEST, based in Chey-
enne, Wyo., is a known wind indus-
try advocate. In a press release, the 
CBD said WEST “served as a paid 
advocate for the wind companies” 
during the permit renewal process 
at the county. The group also al-
leged that WEST “was paid by the 
wind companies to attack an August 
2004 California Energy Commission 
study of avian mortality caused by 
Altamont Pass wind turbines.” The 
CEC report has been a major factor 
in decisions to modify operations at 
Altamont.

   CBD said WEST “sought to mini-
mize the impact of wind turbine avian 
mortality by comparing it to the 
numbers of songbirds killed by house 
cats.” But the issue at Altamont is not 
songbirds but raptors, including birds 
such as the golden eagle, which are 
protected by federal law.

   WEST’s website describes the 
company as offering “state of the 
art” ecological fi eld studies, known 
in the profession as “birds and bun-
nies” studies. The company’s client 
list does include many fi rms in the 

wind business or with ties to the wind 
industry.The Electricity Daily


