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Group asks state to see if timber firm harming rare
snails

By RICK STEELHAMMER

A national conservation organization
has asked the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to look into reports that
Allegheny Wood Products may be
harming a threatened species of snail
through road building and logging in
AWP's new, 5,600-acre Cheat Canyon
holdings. "Lead">

Preston County residents have reported
seeing heavy equipment enter the
canyon from the former Albright
trailhead of the Allegheny Trail,
according to Judy Rodd, director of the
Friends of Blackwater Canyon.

In April, AWP posted "no trespassing
without written permission" signs at
the trailhead for the Allegheny Trail, the
state's longest hiking path. About 9
miles of the 330-mile-long trail pass
through AWP's Cheat Canyon tract,
following the path of an old rail bed. At
that time, company spokeswoman
Donna Reckart said the signs were
posted primarily to keep people away
from the site of a planned endangered
species survey.

Last week, the Idyllwild, Calif.,-based
Center for Biological Diversity asked the
Fish and Wildlife Service to investigate
reports of logging and road building in
endangered species habitat in Cheat
Canyon without authorization from the
federal agency.

"To our knowledge, the company has
not received any take authorization
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and this is in violation of Section 9 of

the Endangered Species Act and its
implementing regulations," wrote Julie
Teel, staff attorney for the 10,000-
member organization.

The world's only known population of
the flat-spired three-toothed land snail
lives on the rocky slopes and rim of the
Cheat River Canyon between Albright
and Cheat Lake.

"We've gotten those reports and we are
reviewing the information," said Martin
Miller, chief of the endangered species
section at the Fish and Wildlife
Service's Northeastern Regional Office
in Hadley, Mass.

When asked if anyone from the agency
has been to Cheat Canyon to
investigate reports of possible damage
to the threatened snail and its habitat,
Miller responded in the negative,
saying, "It 's our policy to work
cooperatively with landowners and
give them a chance to respond."

Miller said a phone call had been placed
to AWP in the past week, but so far, it
had not been returned. He said there
were no immediate plans to pursue the
matter further.

"You need good cause to go on private
property," he said.

AWP bought the Cheat Canyon tract
in May of last year from an Allegheny
Energy subsidiary for $9.75 million. The
state put together a $9.4 million bid to
buy the property, planning to convert
the tract into a wildlife management
area.

The Fish and Wildlife Service also
considers the Cheat Canyon tract to be
roosting and foraging habitat for the
federally endangered Indiana bat,
which is known to hibernate in nearby
Cornwell Cave. All land within five miles
of such a hibernating site is considered
occupied by the endangered bat
species, according to the agency.

In her letter to the Fish and Wildlife
Service, Teel said the agency had failed
to conduct periodic five-year reviews
of the flat-spired three-toothed land
snail's status as a threatened species.
After the snail being listed as a
threatened species for 26 years, a
follow-up review, she suggested,
"might well determine that uplisting to
'endangered' status is warranted,
particularly given the current activities
occurring in the species' extremely
limited range."

Miller said a lack of funding has
prevented the Fish and Wildlife Service
from conducting such reviews.

AWP spokeswoman Donna Reckart did
not respond to telephone and e-mail
messages seeking comment.

"I think it's very disturbing that the Fish
and Wildlife Service is not taking swift
action to stop road building and start
holding meetings regarding a habitat
conservation plan," Rodd said.

"Cheat Canyon is the only place in the
world where that snail is found. It's a
part of our heritage. If its habitat is
destroyed, it's gone forever."




