
  

 

 

 

U.S. removes gray wolf from endangered list 
By Bill Glauber of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: Mar. 6, 2009 

Gray wolves will be removed from the list of threatened and endangered species in the western Great 
Lakes, including Wisconsin, and portions of the northern Rocky Mountain states, the Obama 
administration announced Friday. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar upheld a January decision by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to delist 
the wolf. 

"The recovery of the gray wolf throughout significant portions of its historic range is one of the great 
success stories of the Endangered Species Act," Salazar said in a statement. "When it was listed as 
endangered in 1974, the wolf had almost disappeared from the continental United States. Today, we 
have more than 5,500 wolves, including more than 1,600 in the Rockies." 

The regulation will be sent to the Federal Register for publication with a 30-day waiting period before it 
becomes effective. 

In the meantime, Salazar's action will likely trigger another round of court fights in the decades-long 
battle over gray wolves. 

Farmers, hunters and ranchers worry that wolves harm livestock and attack hunting dogs and household 
pets, while environmental groups are keen to see the continued restoration of the gray wolf population in 
the lower 48 states. 

The Upper Midwest is home to around 4,000 gray wolves in portions of Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 

In Wisconsin, the estimated wolf population is a minimum of 537, according to the state Department of 
Natural Resources. 

The DNR has said Wisconsin's landscape has the ability to support 300 to 500 wolves with a recovery 
goal set at 350. 

Between March 2007 and September 2008, the wolf was delisted in the Upper Midwest, enabling 
Wisconsin authorities to issue permits to landowners to kill wolves that were shown to be attacking 
livestock or pets. 
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A federal judge restored protection to the wolves in September.

"We're very pleased with this outcome," said Matthew J. Frank, DNR secretary. "I really can't say 
enough that the secretary of interior personally got involved with this." 

Frank said the DNR is in the process of redoing the state's long-term wolf-management plan. 

"Our last plan was done 10 years ago," he said. "We will be looking at everything connected with our 
wolf management, including our population goals." 

Frank said that in the short-term, the decision to delist the wolf will give the state "more flexibility with 
dealing with problem wolves" that attack livestock. 

"This has had a long history," he said. "We have been working on this for several decades now. In the 
last few years, there have been twists and turns with court litigation. We think we're better off having the 
ability to recognize the state is doing a good job managing wolves." 

Environmental groups vowed to put up a fight to protect gray wolves. 

"We are disappointed the new administration has missed this opportunity to change course and rethink 
the failed wolf persecution policies of the last eight years," said Jonathan Lovvorn, vice president and 
chief counsel for animal protection litigation with the Humane Society of the United States. 

"We urge the Department of the Interior to reconsider this ongoing effort to strip wolves of all federal 
protection, which has been repeatedly struck down by the courts, and is no more likely to succeed here 
than the previous failed attempts." 

Michael Robinson, conservation advocate for the Tucson, Ariz.-based Center for Biological Diversity, 
said, "We have successfully litigated in the past to keep wolves on the endangered list, and we anticipate 
going back to court." 

 

 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/40853687.html 
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