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“Poaching and persecution remain 
severe threats to wolves in the 
upper Midwest and elsewhere,” said 
Michael Robinson, conservation 
advocate for the Center for Biological 
Diversity.

“This agreement will give the 
administration a much-needed 
opportunity to reconsider the failed 
wolf management policies of the past, 
and hopefully put to rest the states’ 
reckless plans to start sport hunting 
and trapping imperiled wolves,” said 
Jonathan Lovvorn, chief counsel for 
the Humane Society.

The Fish and Wildlife Service first 
attempted to de-list wolves as an 
endangered species in February 
2007. The Humane Society and other 
groups sued to thwart that attempt. 
The agency made another attempt to 
declassify wolves in April.

The agency contends the western 
Great Lakes region, including 
Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
“continues to support a healthy, self-
sustaining population of wolves” that 
exceeds the numbers required for the 
species to survive.
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There are an estimated 2,922 
gray wolves in Minnesota, 626 in 
Wisconsin and 580 in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, according to the 
agency.

Adam Collins, a spokesman for the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, said while allowing more 
public comment time is appropriate, 
the state believes that the wolf 
population has become a threat.

“Wolves  have  r ecovered  in 
Wisconsin, and we feel a need to 
properly manage the population and 
the problem of wolves preying on 
livestock and pets,” Collins said.

Lovvorn said another attempt to 
remove the gray wolf in the Great 
Lakes region from the endangered 
list would not be a surprise.

“We hope that the Fish and Wildlife 
Service will honestly assess the 
scientific information it previously 
refused to review,” said Nicole 
Paquette, senior vice president of 
Born Free USA.
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Court-ordered pact rescinds removal from Endangered Species Act list

WASHINGTON — Advocates for 
protecting wolves have reached a 
court-ordered settlement with the 
federal government that restores 
protections for gray wolves in the 
Great Lakes area.

Under the agreement announced 
Monday, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service will rescind its April decision 
to remove the wolves from the 
Endangered Species Act list.

The settlement, which must be 
approved by U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia, stems 
from a lawsuit filed by the Humane 
Society of the United States, the 
Center for Biological Diversity, Help 
Our Wolves Live, Friends of Animals 
and Born Free USA.

The lawsuit argued that removing 
wolves in the western Great Lakes 
region from the endangered species 
list would subject them to killing by 
farmers, hunters and state agencies. 
The suit also argued that the federal 
government didn’t allow enough 
time for public comment before 
issuing its final ruling.


