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Wolves to be removed from species list
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AP Photo
This photo provided by the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks shows a gray wolf pup from the Calder Mountain pack along the Montana and
Idaho borders west of Troy, Mont. in this August 2005, file photo. Gray wolves in the Northern Rockies are being removed from the endangered species
list, following a 13-year restoration effort that has seen the animal's population soar. Their removal from the endangered list was announced Thursday,
Feb. 21, 2008, by the U.S. Department of Interior.

ELSEWHERE

• Into the Outdoors blog: "A deal is a deal, it's time to delist wolves" 

• Interactive: The habitat, behavior and history of wolves in Idaho

By Rocky Barker-Idaho Statesman

Edition Date: 02/21/08

Since 66 wolves were reintroduced into Yellowstone and Idaho in the mid 1990s, federal agents, ranchers and poachers have killed as many
wolves as today roam the Northern Rockies. 

Yet the now, 1,500-wolf population continues to grow at a 24 percent annual rate. That’s why federal officials were confident enough Thursday
to remove wolves in Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, parts of Washington, Oregon and Utah from the endangered species list. 

“We wouldn’t be here today if we didn’t have every expectation the wolf will continue to thrive in the Rocky Mountains,” said Lynn Scarlett,
Deputy Interior Secretary. 

If no legal snags emerge, the states will take over wolf management by the end of March. But eight environmental groups are not confident that
the states will continue to protect wolves. and have said they will sue to stop the delisting. 

Independent scientists say at least 2,500 wolves are necessary for a viable population, said Louisa Willcox, of the Natural Resources Defense
Council in Bozeman. But the recovery plan would allow the population to drop to 300 wolves before the federal government stepped in. 

“Three hundred animals is not enough for the wolves to survive in the long run,” said Willcox. “Far more wolves are needed before the species
can be considered truly recovered.” 



The environmental lawyers group, Earthjustice will represent seven environmental groups including Defenders of Wildlife, the Sierra Club, the
Natural Resources Defense Council the Humane Society, the Center for Biological Diversity, the Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance and Help Our
Wolves Live. They plan to file a 60 day notice of intent to sue when the delisting rule is published in the Federal Register in the next few days. 

But it is not certain they will seek to stop the states from taking over management 30 days from then. 

“If it appears there will be significant increase in killing the wolves shortly after the delisting we will consider asking for a injunction,” said
Michael Robinson, a spokesman for the Center for Biological Diversity. 

Idaho’s Department of Fish and Game plans to finalize its plan for managing wolves, including opening a hunting season. The first wolf hunt could
occur as early as next fall. 

Biologists have recommended controlled wolf hunts concurrent with deer and elk seasons, which would mean a limited number of wolf tags would
be issued for hunts in October and November. Steve Nadeau, F&G’s large carnivore biologist, said the department intends to keep wolf
populations between 500 and 700 wolves statewide after the first season. 

“For the first year, we think a good approach is to go at it conservatively,” Nadeau said. Hunts would be concentrated in areas where there’s a
history of attacks on livestock or hunting units where wolves are reducing elk herds below F&G’s population objectives. 

Nadeau said the department will know more after the first season, then adjust seasons and tag allocations. 

“Adaptive management is how we will approach the whole wolf management issue,” he said. The Fish and Game Commission is scheduled to vote
on the plan March 6 and on wolf bag limits in May. 

Idaho accounts for more than half of all of the region’s wolves at about 800 wolves. Scarlett called the restoration of wolves to the Rocky
Mountains one of the greatest conservation success stories. But it has made life more complicated for ranchers across the region who must deal
with depredations. 

And hunters in Idaho, Montana and Wyoming have complained that the restoration of wolves has made big game hunting harder in part because
the animals are more wary and because wolves are reducing the size of elk herds in some areas. 

Once thousands of wolves lived in the region but a massive extermination campaign at the beginning of the 20th Century eradicated all but a
handful of the predators by the 1930s. Changes in hunting laws in the 1960s in Canada began a slow migration south that culminated in a pack
forming in Glacier National Park in the 1980s. 

But scientists concluded the population would not recover unless more wolves were reintroduced. Fish and Wildlife approved the plan in 1987
but it wasn’t until Bill Clinton was elected in 1992 that supporters could overcome opposition from livestock groups and western senators. 

Since then most wolf opponents reluctantly accepted their existence in the region and have shifted their attention toward delisting.
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