
Oregon wolves vulnerable to impact of hunts planned in Idaho and Montana, 
advocates say 
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A court fight over proposed wolf hunts in Idaho and Montana has implications for the scattered wolves 
reported in northeastern Oregon, including a fledgling pack that may be forming in Wallowa County, a 
conservation advocate said. 

Although Oregon does not allow wolf hunting, the deaths of wolves in Idaho could reduce the mating 
prospects and genetic health necessary for wolf populations to grow, said Michael Robinson, of the 
Center for Biological Diversity in New Mexico. 

"With the hunt in Idaho and other forms of mortality, it bodes very poorly for wolves to continue to 
make it into Oregon so the population can continue to grow," Robinson said. 

Oregon officials believe the state has a pair of wolves in Baker County, where livestock have been 
attacked. In Wallowa County, a female wolf recently refitted with a radio collar was found to be nursing, 
and three pups have been seen in the area. 

Defenders of Wildlife and the Greater Yellowstone Coalition have asked a federal court to reinstate 
Endangered Species Act protection for gray wolves and to stop the planned wolf hunts in Idaho and 
Montana. 

A brief filed late Thursday in U.S. District Court in Missoula says the scheduled wolf hunts will "cripple 
the regional wolf population" by isolating wolves into disconnected subgroups incapable of genetic or 
ecological sustainability. 

Idaho intends to allow killing up to 220 wolves in a hunt beginning Sept. 1, plus allow another 35 
wolves to be hunted by Native American tribes. Montana plans to allow hunters to kill up to 75 wolves. 

Hunting would be allowed even in wilderness areas where wolves have virtually no conflict with human 
activities, conservation groups said in a news release. 

The number of wolves allowed to be killed by hunters would be in addition to wolves killed for 
attacking livestock, shot by property owners or that die from natural causes, according to the news 
release. 

The combined losses would threaten a wolf population in the Northern Rockies that had just begun to 
recover under protection of the Endangered Species Act and reintroduction efforts, conservation groups 
say. 
 
--Eric Mortenson; ericmortenson@news.oregonian.com  
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