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PINOS ALTOS — A lawsuit filed in federal district court in Washington, D.C., Thursday blames the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and the Department of the Interior for the failure of the Mexican Gray Wolf Recovery
Program. 

The suit names Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Director H. Dale Hall as
defendants, claiming the pair caused "unreasonable delay in making a final decision to grant or deny a
rulemaking petition" by the center "to implement steps to stop the critically imperiled Mexican gray wolf from
becoming extinct in the wild." 

Michael Robinson, carnivore conservation coordinator for the Center for Biological Diversity office in Pinos Altos,
said the suit asks that U.S. Fish and Wildlife implement recommendations from a 2001 three-year review of
the recovery program. 

"The science is well-established, the wolves know what to do, the only thing holding this recovery program
down is political intervention," said Robinson in a news release Thursday. 

Robinson said the three-year review included input from independent scientists and outlined steps that could
be taken to ensure the viability of the recovery program and the success of wolf reintroduction. The 2001
report included three specific management changes. 

Robinson said the center filed a formal petition in March 2004 asking the Fish and Wildlife service to
implement the three reforms. 

He said the agency has refused to reform the program or even respond to the petition as required by law. 

Representatives from the Interior Department and U.S. Fish and Wildlife refused to comment on the lawsuit
Thursday. 

"We do not comment on pending lawsuits," said Tina Kreisher, director of communications for the Interior
Department. 

Vickie Fox, spokeswoman for U.S. Fish and Wildlife, said it was unknown if the service had received the
background on the lawsuit or reviewed the lawsuit itself as of Thursday afternoon. 

"Making critical management decisions for a program that has complex social impacts while ensuring wolves
are returned to their natural world takes time," a written response from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
stated. "The Service does not take its decision making process lightly — and is committed to the recovery of
Mexican wolves in the wild." 
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