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What are the prospects that the ivory-billed woodpecker, long thought extinct until it was recently found in a 
tupelo swamp in Arkansas, will survive into the next century?  

Knock on wood.  

If a bill to dismantle the Endangered Species Act makes it through Congress, the ivory-billed woodpecker 
might be history before the start of the next decade.  

On Thursday, the U.S. House passed a bill sponsored by Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Calif., that would weaken 
habitat protections and expand the rights of property owners.  

The Endangered Species Act recognizes that every animal and plant on this planet is irreplaceable. One of 
the most effective ways to protect a species on the edge of extinction is to protect its natural habitat. This 
legislation would strip that vital provision from the act.  

The bald eagle, the symbol of our nation, was one of the first species to be listed under the 1973 legislation, 
and thus has become the poster species for the Endangered Species Act. In a visit in 1998 to Barton Cove 
in Gill, home to a pair of nesting bald eagles, U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt credited the legislation 
with saving the bald eagle from extinction.  

The peregrine falcon also owes its recovery as a species to the protection law. There are 12 pair of nesting 
falcons in Massachusetts, including pairs in Springfield and Holyoke.  

Other recovered species include the American alligator, the brown pelican, the green sea turtle and the gray 
whale.  

Signed into law in December 1973 by President Nixon, the Endangered Species Act is a safety net for rare 
animals and plants on the brink of extinction.  

Under the House bill, property owners would be allowed to proceed with potentially harmful projects if 
federal conservation agencies fail to evaluate the plans within 180 days. Government agencies are 
underfunded and understaffed, and can barely address an envelope in 180 days.  

For the ivory-billed woodpecker and other endangered species that are not out of the woods yet, it is time 
that the Senate stepped forward to protect this 32-year-old legislation from its own possible extinction.  
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