
White House report: global warming is real and 
caused by human activity

by Jean Williams

In a highly publicized climate change 
report released by the White House 
today, entitled “Global Climate 
Change Impacts in the United States”, 
the message is unequivocal that 
global warming is happening now and 
that it is caused by human activity.

Ironically, it comes during continued 
debate on the merits of the current 
climate legislation being proposed, 
known as the American Clean Energy 
and Security Act. It is also coined the 
Waxman-Markey bill, which requires 
a 17% decrease in C02 emissions 
by the year 2020, instead of 20% 
suggested by the European Union.

The house is expected to vote on this 
legislation within the next few weeks. 
Many environmentalists, scientists, 
leaders from other countries, and 
some Democrats feel that too many 
concessions were given as a result 
of industry pressure and political 
squabbling. The importance of 
immediate action suggested in today’s 
White House report would indicate a 
need for the United States, one of 
the major global polluters, to pass a 
climate bill that is dramatically more 
aggressive.

“This report highlights the scientific 
urgency for deep and rapid reductions 
in greenhouse pollution,” said Kassie 
Siegel, director of the Center for 
Biological Diversity’s Climate Law 
Insitute. “The mismatch between this 
urgency and the federal government’s 
response is tragic. The climate bill 

moving through Congress is far too 
weak to bring about the pollution 
reductions necessary to avert climate 
catastrophe.”

The “Global Climate Change 
impacts in the United States” 
report has the following 10 key 
statements:

1. Global warming is unequivocal 
and primarily human-induced. 
Global temperature has increased 
over the past 50 years. This observed 
increase is due primarily to human-
induced emissions of heat-trapping 
gases. 

2. Climate changes are underway in 
the United States and are projected 
to grow. Climate-related changes 
are already observed in the United 
States and its coastal waters. 
These include increases in heavy 
downpours, rising temperature and 
sea level, rapidly retreating glaciers, 
thawing permafrost, lengthening 
growing seasons, lengthening ice-
free seasons in the ocean and on 
lakes and rivers, earlier snowmelt, 
and alterations in river flows. These 
changes are projected to grow.

3. Widespread climate-related 
impacts are occurring now and 
are expected to increase. Climate 
changes are already affecting water, 
energy, transportation, agriculture, 
ecosystems, and health. These 
impacts are different from region 
to region and will grow under 
projected climate change.
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4. Climate change will stress water 
resources. Water is an issue in every 
region, but the nature of the potential 
impacts varies. Drought, related 
to reduced precipitation, increased 
evaporation, and increased water loss 
from plants, is an important issue in 
many regions, especially in the West. 
Floods and water quality problems 
are likely to be amplified by climate 
change in most regions. Declines in 
mountain snowpack are important in 
the West and Alaska where snowpack 
provides vital natural water storage.

5. Crop and livestock production 
will be increasingly challenged. 
Agriculture is considered one of the 
sectors most adaptable to changes 
in climate. However, increased 
heat, pests, water stress, diseases, 
and weather extremes will pose 
adaptation challenges for crop and 
livestock production.

6. Coastal areas are at increasing 
risk from sea-level rise and storm 
surge. Sea-level rise and storm surge 
place many U.S. coastal areas at 
increasing risk of erosion and flooding, 
especially along the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coasts, Pacific Islands, and parts of 
Alaska. Energy and transportation 



infrastructure and other property in 
coastal areas are very likely to be 
adversely affected.

7. Threats to human health will 
increase. Health impacts of climate 
change are related to heat stress, 
waterborne diseases, poor air quality, 
extreme weather events, and diseases 
transmitted by insects and rodents. 
Robust public health infrastructure 
can reduce the potential for negative 
impacts.

8. Climate change will interact with 
many social and environmental 
stresses. Climate change will 
combine with pollution, population 
growth, overuse of resources, 

urbanization, and other social, 
economic, and environmental 
stresses to create larger impacts than 
from any of these factors alone.

9. Thresholds will be crossed, 
leading to large changes in climate 
and ecosystems. There are a variety 
of thresholds in the climate system 
and ecosystems. These thresholds 
determine, for example, the presence 
of sea ice and permafrost, and 
the survival of species, from fish 
to insect pests, with implications 
for society. With further climate 
change, the crossing of additional 
thresholds is expected.

10. Future climate change and its 
impacts depend on choices made 
today. The amount and rate of future 
climate change depend primarily on 
current and future human-caused 
emissions of heat-trapping gases 
and airborne particles. Responses 
involve reducing emissions to limit 
future warming, and adapting to the 
changes that are unavoidable.

Al Gore calls the American Clean 
Energy and Security Act “an 
important first step” and perhaps the 
supporters of the bill are motivated 
by the fact that no laws that regulate 
greenhouse gases have ever seen 
the legislative light of day. A weak 
bill may be considered better than 
no bill.

Meanwhile, climate change is 
happening today, not 50 or 100 years 
from now. The melting of polar 
ice caps, wildlife migration and 
extinction, devastating droughts, 
dried-up wetlands and rivers, 
increasing floods, mega-storms, 
and human misery will continue 
to multiply, while hand-wringing 
politicians drag their feet on making 
the hard and economically painful 
changes that are needed to start 
diverting the Titanic away from the 
iceberg. 


