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A federal judge today ordered the Bush administration to produce a new assessment of the effects of global warming and
the state of climate science.

In a ruling issued this afternoon in San Francisco, U.S. District Court Judge Saundra Armstrong sided with environmental
groups that argued the Bush administration's climate research program violates the Global Change Research Act of 1990.
The law requires the government to prepare a scientific assessment every four years of current climate change research
and effects.

At issue is the Bush administration's decision to follow the first national climate assessment, issued in 2000, with a series
of 21 staggered, narrowly defined reports on climate science (Greenwire, Oct. 3, 2006).

Armstrong rejected Justice Department arguments that the environmental groups that brought the lawsuit lacked standing to
challenge the administration's decision. The GCRA calls for reports to be submitted to Congress and the president, not the
public, administration lawyers argued.

"It has been almost seven years since the last scientific assessment was published on October 31, 2000, and submitted to
Congress in November 2000," Armstrong wrote. "The defendants do not dispute this. The defendants have not adhered to
the text of the statute or its mandates."

Brendan Cummings, senior attorney with the Center for Biological Diversity, one of the groups that filed the lawsuit, said
the decision was a major victory for scientists and others who have criticized the government's handling of science.

"This is the first opinion I'm aware of explicitly rebuking the Bush administration for its suppression of climate science,"
Cummings said. "These are scientific reports required by statute."

But Cummings acknowledged that the court decision leaves room for interpretation on what document will satisfy the
requirement for a national climate assessment.

"The statute sets a deadline with compliance with the law, and the government ignored it. The court now said they're
violating that law," he said. "The statute has some ambiguity in terms of what kind of report is required. ... If we believe it
violates the statute, we'll go back to the judge."

The Climate Change Science Program, the government program charged with producing the climate assessment, did not
respond to requests for comment by press time.

Under the ruling issued today, CCSP has until March 1 to publish a new draft climate change research plan for public
comment, and another 90 days after that date to submit a final version to Congress. A new scientific assessment is due by
May 31, and Armstrong has retained jurisdiction to oversee enforcement of the decision.

Click here to view the decision.


