
Five endangered Mexican gray 
wolves will be released into the Gila 
National Forest  over the next few 
months as part of the Mexican Wolf 
Recovery Program.

The New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish will assist in relocat-
ing the lobos. The agency recently 
hired wolf biologist Saleen Richter 
to assist with the releases. Richter’s 
job is to ensure the releases are con-
ducted according to current recovery 
program rules and with close interac-
tion among the various participating 
agencies, landowners and livestock 
operators in the release areas.

“We are aware of the need for caution 
in releasing wolves that have been 
captured elsewhere,” Richter said. “It 
is important that we work to release 
wolves that will adapt to their new 
surroundings without conflict.”

Richter’s involvement is part of 
the agency’s added commitment to 
work more closely with people in 
wolf release and restoration areas, 
officials said.

But Michael Robinson, of the Center 
for Biological Diversity in Pinos 
Altos, said Tuesday the history of 
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the five animals being released into 
the Gila is evidence of the recovery 
program’s failures, rather than its 
successes. The animals have all been 
recaptured from the wild after previ-
ously violating program rules.

“Looking at the history of the ani-
mals, it just shows what is continu-
ally going wrong with the program,” 
Robinson said. “From poor animal 
husbandry on public lands, to the 
boundary rule inhibiting recovery. 
Nonetheless, we’re delighted they’ll 
get another chance in the wild and 
wish them long healthy wolf lives 
with many offspring.”

Robinson said artificial boundaries 
and other rules have still not been 
amended in accordance with the 
recommendation of independent 
scientists several years ago.

The five-year review of the recovery 
program, which was just released, is 
an indication of further trouble ahead 
for the program, he added.

“Wolves are being recaptured un-
necessarily and Fish and Wildlife has 
no intention of adhering to the scien-
tists’ recommendations,” Robinson 
said. “This latest review promises 
nothing but endless delays along 
with pledges to do nothing. It’s very 
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disappointing.”

Two wolves, a male and a pregnant 
female, will be released in the eastern 
side of the Blue Range Recovery 
Area in late April, just prior to birth-
ing to increase the likelihood the 
wolves will remain in the area.

The site was selected because the 
release was acceptable with the own-
ers of the closest private land and the 
current grazing permittee. The site 
is also a considerable distance from 
the San Carlos Reservation, where 
the wolves were removed in 2005 
because of boundary issues.

In June, two female wolves and one 
male wolf will be released in one 
of four approved sites within the 
Gila Wilderness. The females were 
captured in the Gila National Forest 
in 2005 as pups when the Francisco 
Pack was removed from the area be-
cause of livestock depredation issues. 
The male was captured outside its 
boundary in 2005 following a single 
depredation incident. The exact re-
lease site of the three wolves will be 
determined after other wolf packs 
have established dens to maximize 
the distance between the translocated 
wolves and existing packs.

Under the rules of the wolf restora-



tion program, Mexican wolves can 
be released in New Mexico only 
if they previously were released in 
Arizona and have experience in the 
wild. Existing rules prevent direct 
releases of wolves into New Mexico 
that have not been previously cap-
tured for management purposes.


