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Common-sense smog fight being blocked by Bush's EPA
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People came to Arizona for the clean desert air. But in the summer of 2005, areas of Phoenix exceeded safe ozone levels
30 times. Emissions from Arizona cars have increased 40 percent since 1990 and are projected to grow an additional 59
percent by 2020. The state faces even higher temperature extremes, dwindling water supplies, drastic wildfires and
expanded mosquito-born illnesses from global warming.

Last week, a regulatory review board approved Gov. Janet Napolitano's new rules requiring a 37 percent reduction in
emissions from cars and trucks sold in the state. Arizona, where 40 percent of greenhouse gases come from automobiles,
is one of 17 states adopting stronger fuel-efficiency rules than federal ones. At a time of record-high gas prices and global
warming, the only thing standing in the way of this common-sense measure, it turns out, is the Environmental Protection
Agency. 

California, which has traditionally been allowed to regulate air pollution more aggressively than the federal standards,
planned to set its own mileage targets at 36 miles per gallon by 2015. Yet for two years, President Bush's EPA has
refused to grant California the necessary waiver under the Clean Air Act. Last year, California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger sued the Bush administration for stonewalling. Arizona, which was one of nine states hoping to adopt
similar rules, intervened in the case on behalf of California. 

Congress first passed fuel-efficiency standards in 1975 following the oil embargo. In 10 years, it spurred innovation and
boosted fuel economy 60 percent, to 27.5 mpg by 1985. Standards then languished for another 22 years. As technology has
improved and pressure mounted on the government, Congress and the president finally agreed to raise standards to 35 mpg
by 2020, a more modest goal than California's. So, why not let states go further? 

Courts have already sided with states. Federal District Courts upheld California and Vermont's rules. In a related case last
November, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals sided with environmentalists and ordered the Bush administration to
close its loophole for SUVs and light trucks. 

Arizona's rules are expected to remove 32 million metric tons of greenhouse-gas pollution that would otherwise spew into
the air. Manufacturers argue it will raise the cost of new cars - estimates put it at less than $50 on an individual sale, an
amount easily offset by savings on gas. Nor do estimates calculate savings in heath and environmental costs.

But the real opposition is parochial and ideological turf battles. Bush believes state efforts undermine a uniform national
standard, and the Arizona Legislature accuses the governor of encroaching on its legislative role. With a leadership
vacuum in Washington, it has been up to states to take the initiative to tackle global warming. Given the high stakes,
aggressive efforts to reduce emissions should be applauded. 

The writer is a biodiversity advocate at the Center for Biological Diversity in Tucson.


