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Gardening pesticides bad for salmon

Several gardening stores in Marin County recently posted signs provided by the Environmental

Protection Agency that warn consumers about the toxic impacts upon salmon of several chemicals

found in lawn and garden care pesticides.

Earthjustice sued the EPA for not providing enough protection to coho salmon, which are listed as

endangered under the Endangered Species Act. A federal judge ruled that the EPA needed to do

more to protect West Coast salmon from pesticides, but only required the agency to target urban

areas with populations of 50,000 or more.

Though West Marin has several streams that harbor some of the largest runs of coho salmon in

central California, locals are unlikely to see the signs.

Compared to other counties, Marin County already has a fairly low pesticide application rate. Marin

applied only 350,000 pounds of active ingredients per year from 1999 to 2003, compared to 15

million pounds in Sonoma County, according to a report by the Center for Biological Diversity.

Actual amounts, however, could be three times as high, because the majority of pesticide use by

consumers and exterminators goes unreported, according to a report by the San Francisco Estuary

Project.

The ingredients targeted in the campaign are 2,4-D; carbaryl; diruon; diazinon; triclopyr; and triflurolin.

Both diazinon and carbaryl are already restricted in California. The pesticides have been shown to

have detrimental on salmon, such as disorientation, disrupted sperm production and altered

breathing.

More than half of local coho salmon breed in San Geronimo Creek every winter, said Paula Bouley, a

biologist at Salmon Protection and Watershed Network. ÒIt’s a high priority area, and people are

using these pesticides, so it’s important for them to know their effects.Ó

Jeff Miller, of the Center for Conservation Biology, said that the Center for Biological Diversity is

advocating a consumer notification program similar to the salmon program for pesticides harmful to



amphibians.

Salmon safe

Many residents and farmers along Pine Gulch Creek in Bolinas have avoided pesticides for years. Last

year, Dennis and Sandy Dierks’ farm in Bolinas was the first farm in California to become certified as

Òsalmon safe.Ó The certification was part of a new program aimed to protect the coho salmon,

which returned to Pine Gulch Creek after disappearing from the stream in the 1970s.

ÒWe’ve been certified organic since we started farming in 1972,Ó said Dennis Dierks. ÒWe don’t use

any pesticides. Our growing practices are basically pro-life.Ó

The Dierks use compost and rely on natural predators such as ladybugs to keep harmful insects in

check. Dierks said that the health of his farm is given a boost because nearby farms are also

organic, so helpful insects are plentiful.

Marin Organic is in the process of raising money to certify more farms along Pine Gulch Creek for

salmon safety in conjunction with the organization Salmon Safe in Portland, Ore. ÒWe’ve identified

eight or nine farms in the watershed that would qualify,Ó said Helge Hellberg, executive director of

Marin Organic.
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