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Napa County sets goals to reduce impact on climate

By DAVID RYAN
Register Staff Writer

It’s a harrowing scenario that scientists say could happen: The ice cap in Greenland melts away, the seas rise 20 feet and downtown Napa
loses half of itself in a kind of lake connected to San Pablo Bay.

In commenting on the Napa County draft General Plan, a key planning document for the coming decades, local environmentalists called 
on county officials to acknowledge the possible effects of warming.

In a new draft of the plan issued this week, the county seems to have listened.

Six items call for officials to measure and identify the county government’s carbon footprint — an indicator of environmental harm that
county facilities and workers produce — then use the information to follow state targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990
levels by 2020.

Hillary Gitelman, county planning director, said comments from the Sierra Club, Gasser Foundation and the Center for Biological 
Diversity were particularly influential in deciding to add the action items to the new draft.

On Tuesday, the Napa County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to join the International Council for Local Environmental 
Initiatives as a way of seeking grants for projects related to cutting greenhouse gas emissions. The Napa County Transportation and 
Planning Agency is also a member of the group.

Earlier this year, California Attorney General Jerry Brown sued Riverside County over its failure to address global warming in its draft
general plan. This summer Riverside County officials, in part to settle the lawsuit, agreed to track emissions and take other steps to
monitor the county’s environmental impact, according to the Riverside Press-Enterprise.

Still, even teamed up with other government entities, the task ahead of Napa County may be daunting, Gitelman said.

“A lot of our emissions are due to the private automobile, so it gets very difficult” for the county to roll them back, Gitelman said.

The new draft General Plan also proposes a list of green policies to reduce solid waste, increase recycling, minimize air pollution and find
ways to produce energy locally. One way the county seems to be leading the Bay Area is in solar energy watts produced per capita. 
According to a 2007 report from the Northern California Energy Association, Napa has 51.06 solar power-generated watts per capita, 
while Sonoma County is a distant second with 25.68. San Francisco is last with 6.15 watts per capita.

The public will have a second chance in coming months to weigh in on the new draft General Plan. The first public hearing on the 
document will take place Jan. 15. Until then, county officials are still sending out written responses to all the comments they received to 
the first draft.

“Those should be going out to people right before Christmas,” Gitelman said.
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