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More California news

Environmentalists sue over uranium exploration near Grand Canyon

By Bob Christie
ASSOCIATED PRESS
1:08 p.m. March 12, 2008

PHOENIX – A trio of environmental groups sued the U.S. Forest Service on Wednesday for approving a series of uranium
exploration sites only a few miles from the Grand Canyon National Park.

The Forest Service gave British mining company VANE Minerals Group permission to drill at up to 39 locations on the
Kaibab National Forest in northern Arizona in December. The company is seeking commercial quantities of uranium,
which has soared in price in recent years and resulted in a wave of new development.

The suit filed in U.S. District Court in Prescott, Ariz., claims the government violated several environmental and other
laws when it approved the drilling without full environmental reviews. It was filed by the Center for Biological Diversity,
Sierra Club and Grand Canyon Trust.

“Grand Canyon simply isn't the place for uranium development,” Taylor McKinnon of the Center for Biological Diversity
said in a statement. “Our national treasures deserve better than the calamity of an adjacent industrial zone.”

A spokeswoman for the Kaibab National Forest said it followed the rules in allowing the mining exploration.

“We haven't seen the lawsuit yet, but we do believe we followed National Environmental Policy Act guidance, and in the
case of VANE Minerals the proposal was to conduct exploratory activities only, not mining,” spokeswoman Jackie Denk
said.

If commercial deposits of uranium are found, Denk said the Forest Service would do a new environmental analysis.

When it approved the exploration, the Forest Service said the 1872 Mining Law specifically authorizes mining on public
lands and it couldn't prohibit the activity. It said it restricted the test bores to areas near existing roads and placed other
restrictions on the company's activity.

The suit says federal officials should have considered the proximity of the Grand Canyon, the controversy surrounding
uranium mining and the combined effects of four other uranium exploration projects in the area.

The 1.6 million-acre Kaibab National Forest is broken up into three districts. There are about 1,600 mining claims on the
district where the exploration is planned.


