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     Brunhilda, the first Mexican gray wolf
to step back into the wild seven years
ago, was captured this week in the Gila
National Forest and will spend the rest
of her life in captivity.
    She is the strong and bold alpha fe-
male of the cattle-killing Francisco Pack,
also known as wolf No. 511. And, until
Thursday, she was the last wolf still in
the wild of the 11 endangered wolves
released in 1998 into the southwest New
Mexico-southeast Arizona recovery
area.
    Brunhilda ran into trouble this spring
when she and her pack started killing
cows on Gila grazing allotments on the
New Mexico side of the recovery area.
On May 11, the wolves were targeted
for capture or killing.
    On Thursday, Brunhilda stepped into
a trap in the Gila. And, on Friday, the
wolf program field team caught the last
of her four pups. The team took all five
wolves to the Sevilleta National Wildlife
Refuge in Socorro County, where they
will be reunited with the alpha male and
a yearling from the pack.
    "I'm saddened by what's happened,"
said Michael Robinson of the Center for
Biological Diversity in Pinos Altos. "Her
existence has included all the travails that
have beset this program."

    In 1998, she was the first wolf recap-
tured for going outside the program
boundaries. She fed on cattle carcasses
and lost a mate in the wild.
    Rancher Fred Galley, an Albuquerque
resident and owner of the Rainy Mesa
ranch in the Gila, where the Francisco
Pack killed at least two cows, was glad
to hear of the wolf's removal from the
wild.
    "It was good news to hear," Galley
said. "She's probably the biggest cow-
killer of them all."
    Her capture comes as the govern-
ment-run Mexican gray wolf reintroduc-
tion program is under fire from both wolf
critics and supporters.
    New Mexico ranchers say wolves
have been killing scores of cows and
should all be removed from the wild.
Environmentalists say the program rules
are stacked against the wolves and
should be revised.
    The state and federal agencies that
run the program are considering changes,
including allowing wolves to stray out-
side the program area boundary and put-
ting a one-year moratorium on some new
wolf releases.
    Although Brunhilda wound up killing
cattle and will never again roam free,
she should be considered a success story,
said John Morgart, coordinator of the
Mexican wolf recovery program.
    "She's had a number of litters that

she's produced in the wild and raised up
that are now free-ranging," he said. "We
need to celebrate the fact she made a
significant contribution to the program."
    Wolf 511 was nicknamed "Brunhilda,"
for a character in Norse mythology, be-
cause of her huge size as a pup. She
was born in captivity but displayed wild
traits. Biologists described her as savvy,
physically strong, domineering, bold and
loyal.
    When she and her parents became
the first pack released in Arizona in 1998,
she was the first to step out of her ken-
nel. She walked a few feet, stopped and
looked back at the dozens of reporters,
photographers and television crews
watching her.
    An image of her alert face and solid
body framed against the winter snow
made her the program's poster wolf.
    "She was pretty exceptional," said bi-
ologist Dave Parsons, former manager
of the wolf program and now vice chair-
man of The Rewilding Institute.
    He called her capture after so long in
the wild an indication of larger underly-
ing problems in the endangered wolf re-
covery program.
    "If a wolf like that gets into trouble
with livestock depredations, there's a like-
lihood most wolves are going to bump
into cattle because cattle are all over,"
Parsons said.
    Parsons and Robinson said ranchers
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and the agencies running the program
have to become more innovative in pre-
venting wolf-cattle conflicts. They ad-
vocate removing cattle carcasses or
making them unpalatable to prevent
wolves from acquiring a taste for beef,
for example.
    Wolf 511 was captured soon after her
first release in 1998 because she strayed
far outside the program area boundaries.
She was also suspected of injuring a
miniature horse in Arizona.
    She returned to the wild in 2000, had
two litters of pups and successfully fed
on elk until 2002, when her pack likely
attacked two calves on an Arizona ranch,
killing one.
    She was captured again in April 2003
for straying outside the program bound-
aries and released that June in the Gila.
    She and her pack were seen feeding
on cow carcasses a few times over the
years and were in the area of two dep-
redations but were not confirmed as kill-
ing more cattle until this May, according
to field reports.


