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The Sharlot Hall Museum screened 
the documentary, “A River Reborn 
,” Sunday afternoon and also 
hosted the Executive Producer of 
the fi lm, Dr. Stefan Sommer, along 
with Mindy Schlimgen and Vince 
Randall, both of whom had a part in 
the effort to restore Fossil Creek.

Sommer, who is currently the 
Director of Education at the 
Merriam-Powell Center for 
Environmental Research at Northern 
Arizona University, spoke before 
the fi lm about the documentary, 
saying he thought this was a human 
story as much as an environmental 
story. The story of Fossil Creek 
was unusual because the various 
groups involved came together with 
a focused goal, took advantage of 
each groups’ strengths, then worked 
smart and hard as a cohesive unit. 
Part of Sommer’s interest in the 
project was getting native fi sh back 
into the creek. Currently there are 
10 species of native fi sh in Fossil 
Creek.

The Chairman of the Board of Arizona 
Public Service, William Post, was 
opposed to decommissioning the 

dam, and APS had the government 
paperwork done which gave the 
facility approval to keep operating. 
Interestingly, a man on the opposing 
side of the battle, who at the time 
was the Board Chair for the Center 
for Biological Diversity, was Dr. 
Robin Silver. Turns out that Silver 
and Post had been friends for over 
30 years. But that didn’t mean they 
agreed on this particular issue.

The documentary tells the story 
of how everyone decided to work 
together to do something positive for 
both the environment and the state 
of Arizona. That was an amazing 
feat in itself. Currently the fi lm is 
being screened in Brazil, Spain, 
India and England to illustrate what 
can happen when corporations 
work with different environmental 
groups toward a united goal. 
As it ended up, APS Chair Post 
said, “We can fi nd other ways to 
generate electricity. We can’t give 
the state another perennial stream 
in Arizona.”

After the folks at APS were won 
over, it was back in the hands of 
the government. If they wanted, 
the Federal government could 
have awarded the dam to another 

company. So the story doesn’t end 
there.

The fi lm is uplifting and 
informative. The added bonus 
Sharlot Hall Museum offered was 
the discussion following the fi lm. 
Some people, new to the area, asked 
how they could become involved in 
the process of helping this area’s 
Verde River stay fl owing. Others 
spoke about the united front that 
the Fossil Creek environmental 
agencies formed, and how that 
impacted their outcome.

Mindy Schlimgen was interviewed 
in the documentary and also worked 
with the group to get Fossil Creek 
fl owing again. She has worked 
with the forest service in New 
Mexico and also with American 
Rivers. She spoke about the heavy 
recreational use that Fossil Creek 
is now receiving. She feels it is 
detrimental to the area and needs to 
be managed.

Vince Randall, Apache Historian 
and former member of the Yavapai-
Apache Tribal Council spoke about 
his particular attachment to Fossil 
Creek, and why he worked to get 
it back to a free-fl owing body 
of water. He said, “Fossil Creek 



holds a very special place to us 
Apache’s. It is a holy place…..  
Mother Earth gives us life through 
water….. After a 10-year war with 
the United States Army in 1875 we 
were driven out and taken to South 
East Arizona. We were Prisoners of 
War for 25 years. Then in 1900 the 
economics changed. They decided 
that they needed laborers. We could 
get work permits, or what I called 
Green Cards so we could leave the 
reservation, not be hunted down, 
and go home. I’m of the “Over 
the Ridge” people from Ashfork 
to Show Low. Many of us sought 
sanctuary in Fossil Creek. Some 
had hidden out at Fossil Creek and 
had never left. But they had no 
money. (The construction project 
personnel) came to my people to 
help them build the fl umes. It was 
a sacrifi ce so our children wouldn’t 
starve.”

Like Schlimgen, Randall recalls 
that he had several relatives who 
worked on the fl umes including his 
great great grandfather and great 
great uncle. He continues, “The 
day the water was released we took 
our elders and sought forgiveness 
from the water.” Randall’s voice 
still catches as he recalls the joy 
of having the creek fl ow again. He 
said, “A great weight was lifted off 
our shoulders.”

Randall is concerned about the 
number of people who have been 
traveling to Fossil Creek since 
the decommissioning of the dam 
made it into the news media. He 
said, “People fl ock there to destroy 
it and spit in mother earth’s face. 
We went there recently and found 
3 cars trashed down there.” He 
further stated that “One guy (from 
the forest service) patrols 300 miles 
of river in northern Arizona. Him 
and some deputies recently made 
a sweep through there and made 
many arrests. We can’t allow the 
desecration of something precious 
to us. We must respect it.”

Randall feels that there should be a 
one-year moratorium on visitors to 
Fossil Creek so the Forest Service 
can set up facilities for camping 
and visitors, and get more people to 
manage the area. He said, “On the 
day of the decommission I spoke to 
a forest service offi cial and asked 
for the plan for managing the area. 
She stammered and stuttered and it 
was clear they hadn’t even thought 
about it.”

The dam and power plant 
infrastructure at Fossil Creek has 
a very remarkable history. The 
facility is over 100 years old. 
Another interesting side note is 
the fact that the engineer for the 

project was a woman, Iva Tutt, who 
was from Los Angeles. Part of the 
system of fl umes, which diverted 
the water from the stream and into 
two different power plants, are still 
standing. To address that historical 
aspect, APS is keeping part of the 
power plant and a section of the 
fl ume intact.  APS is spending 
approximately $13 million to take 
the dam and buildings apart, and the 
land will revert back to the National 
Forest. At this point in time Fossil 
Creek is closed due to the work of 
dismantling the project. 


