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In 2005, a partnership removed all of the nonnative fish
in Fossil Creek, turning it into the state's premier native
fish sanctuary. Now a proposal to open the creek to
catch-and-release fishing has the former partners
arguing over the wisdom of such a move.

Chub rub continues
Game & Fish Commission to hear closure petition
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FOSSIL CREEK - This Saturday's opening day of Verde
trout season at Fossil Creek may or may not go off as
planned.

The Arizona Game & Fish Commission has scheduled a
teleconference meeting this afternoon to discuss a petition
submitted by the Center for Biological Diversity, contesting
the fish season.

The petition requests that the entire Fossil Creek
watershed be permanently closed to fishing, including all
stock tanks, based on evidence that the creek contains
more headwater chub than roundtail chub (aka Verde
trout).

The petition is signed by the CBD, along with the Yavapai-
Apache Nation, Arizona Zoological Society, Audubon
Society, American Rivers, Arizona Rivers and Public
Employees for Environmental Responsibility.

A study completed last year by ASU scientists showed that
well over half the chub in Fossil Creek are of the
headwater species. Both the headwater and roundtail chub

are candidates for the endangered species list and are nearly impossible to differentiate visually.

However, Arizona Game & Fish Department regulations clearly differentiate between the two in that they specifically
protect headwater chub. Anglers are forbidden from intentionally fishing for headwater chub and may not possess
them.

The commission voted in October 2008 to open Fossil Creek to catch-and-release fishing for roundtail chub, despite
some evidence that the chub in Fossil Creek were likely headwater chub, along with other objections.

Since 2005, when the power plants on Fossil Creek were shut down, the diversion dam breached and the non-native
fish removed from the creek, there has been a question as to whether to reopen the creek to fishing.

The Game & Fish Department has supported the idea, contending that the best way to save the endangered native
fish is to involve sportsmen.

"When hunter and angler conservationists become involved with the species, biologists are given one of the best
tools in the tool box for conserving the species and their associated habitat," stated Kirk Young, fisheries chief for
Game & Fish in a news release issued this week.

Game & Fish along with other advocates of the creek see sport fishing as a preferable alternative to the party scene
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that has come to define Fossil Creek since the power plants were decommissioned four years ago.

"We are hoping to gradually yet dramatically change the patronage at Fossil Creek from ones who abuse the creek
and its associated habitat to ones who wish to protect and conserve.

"Without a dedicated and diverse cadre of advocates for native species and special areas, places like Fossil Creek
may not last," Kirk stated.

Those opposed to opening the creek to fishing argue not only the fact that the fish that will be caught are excluding
from being fished for by state regulations, but that by opening the stream to fishermen, Game & Fish is opening the
creek to possible contamination by nonnative species.

Both sides agree that a major, if not the biggest, danger to the native fish in Fossil Creek is nonnative species such
as bass and catfish that may be reintroduced to the stream. Nonnatives tend to make a meal of natives.

Prior to the Game & Fish Commission deciding to hold the roundtail chub season, the Bureau of Reclamation argued
against it in a letter to Young. The bureau was a major partner and funding source for the renovation of Fossil
Creek.

"The probability that this success story will be destroyed through intentional or inadvertent introduction of nonnative
fishes by angling activity increases significantly and over time perhaps becomes a certainty," stated Carol Erwin,
area manger for the bureau, in the letter.

The letter cites evidence that illegal fishing in Fossil Creek is already occurring and the discovery of nonnative fish in
two stock watering tanks in the Fossil Creek basin. Both tanks had been cleared of nonnatives at the same time the
creek was cleared.

The public can attend today's 1 p.m. meeting at department headquarters, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, or view it on
the Internet at www.azgfd.gov/commissioncam. Oral comments must be made in person.
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