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Arizona lawmakers introduced a bill today that would protect the newly restored Fossil Creek in the Wild and

Scenic Rivers system.

Fossil Creek flows down from the Mogollon Rim into the Central Arizona highlands, an important tributary to

the Verde River and a rare perennial stream. It’s a gem of a creek , bubbling up from a spring rich in calcium

carbonate, so rich it leaves behind stunning travertine formations.

Designating the creek a Wild and Scenic River will protect it from future development and prevent

construction of any new dams. It will also allow the reintroduction of native fish, which had long been missing

along much of the creek’s length.

Until last year, Fossil Creek was help captive by a small dam that diverted water into the Childs and Irving

power generating plant near Payson. Arizona Public Service retired the plant last year and decommissioned the

dam, returning the creek to its natural flow for the first time in a century.

ÒAs the largest tributary flowing into the Verde River, the protection of Fossil Creek is not only good in its

own right, but also benefits the wildlife and people all the way to Phoenix,Ó said Dan Campbell, program

manager for The Nature Conservancy. ÒIt will help secure our water future by restoring an integral part of

Arizona ’s great river system, this unsung network of healthy and vibrant waterways so essential to our

quality of life and future economic prosperity.Ó

The Nature Conservancy joined the Arizona Wilderness Coalition , American Rivers , the Center for Biological

Diversity and other conservation groups in lobbying for restoration of the creek and its addition to the Wild

and Scenic Rivers system.

Fossil Creek would enter the system as just the second Wild and Scenic River in Arizona . A 40-mile stretch of

the middle Verde River earned that designation in 1984. To qualify, a river must be free-flowing and must

display scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic and cultural values. Just 165 rivers nationwide

have been added to the list.

Sen. John McCain and Rep. Rick Renzi, both R-Ariz., introduced the legislation. Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., and Reps. Raul

Grijalva, D-Ariz., J.D. Hayworth, R-Ariz., Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., and Ed Pastor, D-Ariz., signed on to the bill as

co-sponsors.

ÒFossil Creek is a thing of beauty, with its picturesque scenery, lush riparian ecosystem, unique geological



features, and deep iridescent blue pools and waterfalls,Ó Senator John McCain said in a written statement.

ÒFossil Creek is a unique Arizona treasure, and would benefit greatly from the protection and recognition

offered through Wild and Scenic designation.Ó

Jason Williams, Central Mountains regional director for the wilderness coalition, said McCain and Renzi have

visited the creek and, ÒUltimately it’s the sheer beauty and intrinsic value of Fossil Creek that inspired them

to act on its behalf. That value will continue to inspire many future generations of Arizonans.Ó
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