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Center eyeing lawsuit

The Center  for  Biological 
Diversity announced Monday 
it plans to fi le a lawsuit against 
three government agencies over 
an expansion project at Fort Irwin 
involving the relocation of nearly 
800 desert tortoises. 

The Center for Biological Diversity 
alleges not enough is being done 
to mitigate the relocation of the 
reptiles, which are federally listed 
as a threatened species. 

John Wagstaffe, public affairs 
offi cer for the National Training 
Center at Fort Irwin north of 
Barstow, said the military base 
had not yet received notice of the 
potential litigation. 

The military has gone to great 
lengths to protect the tortoise 
and ensure its numbers do not 
continue to decline as a result 
of the relocation, he said. Those 
measures include installing a fence 
along Fort Irwin Road, at a cost 
of $900,000, to prevent tortoises 
from getting run over, he said. 
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“We have spent a lot of money 
and effort,” Wagstaffe said. “The 
tortoise has a far better future 
today than it did 15 years ago.” 

Offi cials had set March 25 as the 
date to move the first batch of 
tortoises to a new area between 
the southern portion of the military 
base and the 15 Freeway. 

But the area contains pockets 
of tortoises sick with upper 
respiratory tract disease, a deadly 
illness that has been creeping into 
tortoise populations throughout the 
High Desert, said Ileene Anderson, 
a wildlife biologist with the Center 
for Biological Diversity. 

The environmental group was 
prompted to take action when it 
learned the tortoises would be 
moved to an area where outbreaks 
have occurred, Anderson said. 

The group wants the military to do 
a better job protecting the animals, 
by prohibiting off-road vehicles, 
stepping up enforcement against 
illegal dumping and limiting 
roads, Anderson said. 

The lawsuit would target the three 
government agencies collaborating 

on the relocation effort - the 
Bureau of Land Management, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the U.S. Army, which operates 
the base. 

The agencies have 60 days to 
respond to the letter notifying 
them of the center’s intention to 
fi le a lawsuit. 

It was unclear Monday whether the 
March 25 date would be affected 
by the possible lawsuit.


