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San Pedro Disputes Keep Running Right Along with the River
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A river running through the desert has become a battle line for the Center for Biological Diversity against Fort Huachuca.
The center sued the fort to take a second look at what impact it makes on the San Pedro River.

"We asked them that they would please obey the law, they refused, we went to court, and they caved," said Center for
Biological Diversity board chair Dr. Robin Silver.

"I hate to break it to Dr. Silver but the Army doesn't make decisions based on what he does. We decide based on what's
sound and prudent at the time," said Ft. Huachuca Garrison Commander Colonel Jonathan Hunter.

The U.S. Army will consult once again with U.S. Fish and Wildlife on what the fort could be doing to the San Pedro
River basin. The Army said that it has cut back on groundwater and any threat to the river's survival, but the center said
that nearby Sierra Vista continues to grow and use more water because of the fort.

"That groundwater pumping wouldn't exist were it not for defense department cash," Dr. Silver said.

"You've got this thing known as the Sun Corridor running from Phoenix to Sierra Vista, but I don't think that it's really
built around a military impact. Arizona growth is an issue facing Arizona," Colonel Hunter said.

What factor the fort plays, and what changes need to be made, is the reason for a fresh look at the San Pedro and the
communities around it.

"They're going to have to figure out a way to either bring in more water into the basin, or they're going to have to figure
out a way to move some personnel to another location so to not have an adverse effect on the San Pedro," Dr. Silver said.

"We want to preserve our ability to do our missions, and at Ft. Huachuca, our ability to do our missions is tied to the San
Pedro River," Colonel Hunter said.

The Department of Defense will provide a new biological assessment to U.S. Fish and Wildlife at the beginning of next
year, and could have a new conservation plan by late spring.

The Center for Biological Diversity said that plan might come out later because it expects its assessment to be different
from the Department of Defense's.


