
The spaces around Fort  Huachuca  
aren’t as wide open as they used 
to be, and time, like water, is not 
infi nite as communities around 
the fort continue to grow.

“The water conservation clock 
is running. We’re making great 
progress, but we really can’t 
take our eyes off the target,” said 
Col. Jonathan Hunter, Garrison 
Commander for Fort Huachuca 
.

“If we just focused on what 
people needed to use and 
ignored the trees and insects and 
birds and fl ow of the river, we’d 
probably have a few hundred 
years of water supply in the 
area, regardless of the growth 
we face,” said Carl Robie, the 
water conservation coordinator 
for Cochise County.

For Fort Huachuca and local 
governments, water supply is 
not the problem, but making 
sure that the San Pedro River , 
and the life that it supports, the 
riparian area, continue to exist, is 
a concern. The population must 
stop using more water than the 
area receives by 2011.

“What comes into play is the level 
of the aquifer and its contact with 
the water channel down in the 
Upper San Pedro Conservation 
Area,” Robie said.

“When the river is threatened, 
actually the future of the fort 
becomes at risk because we are 
held legally responsible for some 
of the impact,” Col. Hunter said.
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That impact comes not only 
from 15 thousand people on the 
fort, but 80 thousand people in 
the area. As the fort mandates 
water conservation inside of its 
fences, the communities urge 
their citizens to do the same, all to 
prevent not only the river, but also 
the economy from drying up.

“The community wants us here. 
We have a one and a half billion 
dollar impact on the community, 
and they want us to reach this 
2011 goal. No one wants to put 
that 1.5 billion dollar economic 
impact at risk,” Col. Hunter said.

The group Earthjustice filed 
a lawsuit this summer for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife service to 
reassess the fort’s impact on the 
river, and the Center for Biological 
Diversity is also suing. It claims 
that an aquatic plant, and a bird, 
the southwestern fl ycatcher, are 
already threatened.

The fort says it’s already halfway 
to meeting the 2011 no defi cit 
goal set by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
service. After recent closures of 
military installations around the 
country, fort leadership knows 
they cannot be too careful.


